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IVYBANK 

45,  St.  David’s  Hill, 

Exeter. 

October,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman,  Aldermen  and 

Members  of  the  Devon  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Public  Health  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon. 

The  following  statistics  which  have  been  prepared  for  1948 
are  again  very  satisfactory  : — 


1948 

1947 

1946 

Birth  Rate 

. 15.7 

17.9 

17.3 

Death  Rate  (All  Causes) 

12.9 

14.8 

14.07 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

.89 

1.5 

2.0 

Infantile  Mortality 

28.6 

33.8 

35.7 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

0.4 

0.47 

0.45 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

2.2 

2.2 

2.2 

Your  attention  is  particularly  drawn  to  the  infantile  mortality 
and  maternal  death  rates,  both  of  which  are  the  lowest  recorded. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  15  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with  effect  from 
the  5th  July,  1948.  As  a result  of  the  Act  the  following  hospitals 
and  institutions,  previously  administered'by  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, have  been  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  : — 

Hawkmoor  Sanatorium,  Bovey  Trace}^ 

Hawley  Sanatorium,  Barnstaple. 

Western  Lodge,  Crediton. 

Box  House,  Axminster. 

Stoke  Lyne,  Exmouth. 

Franklyn  Home,  Exeter. 

Bicclescombe  Park,  Ilfracombe. 

Small-Pox  Hospital,  Upton  Pyne. 
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The  following  additional  duties  have  been  imposed  on  the 
Department  under  the  various  sections  of  the  Act.  Details  of 
the  duties  involved  and  the  work  carried  out  are  set  out  under 
the  appropriate  Section  later  in  the  Report  : — 


Section  21. 


Section  22, 
Section  23. 
Section  24. 
Section  25. 
Section  26. 
Section  27. 
Sectioii  28. 
Section  29. 
Section  51, 


Provision  of  Health  Centres.  This  scheme  has  had  to 
be  postponed  and  we  are  awaiting  guidance  from 
the  Minister  of  Health  before  considering  any 
proposals. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

Domestic  Help. 

Mental  Health. 


I again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  co-operation  and  work  of  all  members  of  my  staff. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  MEREDITH  DAVIES, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

{As  AT  31st  December,  1948). 

(A)  Whole  Time  Officers. 

County  Medical  Officer. 

L.  Meredith  Davies,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon.),  D.P.H.  (Oxon.), 
M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer. 

W.  J.  Doyle,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. , B.Sc.,  L.M. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity. 

Frances  Heron-Watson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

(combined  appointments). 

Paignton  Area — 

A.  Dick,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

St.  Thomas  Area — 

L.  G.  Anderson,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

Barnstaple  Area — 

J.  H.  Wildman,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned 

31.8.48) . 

H.  R.  Vernon,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appt.  1.10.48). 

Bideford  I Holsworthy  Area — 

F.  M.  Rhodes,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Brixham  Area — 

M.  H.  King,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

CreditonjOkehampton  Area — 

M.  Gunner,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Resigned  1.9.48). 

J.  Williams,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H.  (Appt. 

1.10.48) . 

Exeter  Area — 

G.  H.  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Honiton  Area — 

H.  A.  Mackenzie-Wintle,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
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Ilfracombe  Area — 

N.  Proctor-Sims,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.O.G. 
Kingsbridge  Area — 

G.  D.  Park,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Newton  Abbot  Area — 

H.  M.  Davies,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Tavistock  Area — 

J.  Sleigh,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tiverton  Area — 

D.  M.  Green,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Torquay  Area — 

T.  Gibson,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  County  Dental  Officer. 

J.  Fletcher,  L.D.S. 


County 

Barnstaple  Urban  Area — ■ 
Barnstaple  Rural  Area — 
Bideford  Area — 


C rediton  Area — 

Exeter  Rural  Area — 
Exmouth  Area— 

Holsworthy  Area — 

Kingsbridge  Area — ■ 

Neioton  Abbot  Urban  Area- 
Newton  Abbot  Rural  Area — 
Paignton  Area — 

Plympton  Area — 

Sidmouth  Area — 

Tavistock  Area — 


Dental  Officers. 

M.  F.  Inder,  L.D.S. 

R.  J.  Inder,  L.D.S. 

A.  G.  Smith,  L.D.S.  (Resigned 
31.3.48). 

E.  J.  Tucker,  L.D.S.  (Transferred 
from  Totnes  Area). 

B.  J.  Shapland,  L.D.S. 

G.  E.  Morgan,  L.D.S.,  H.D.D. 
W.  E.  Lyne,  L.D.S. 

G.  Pendlebury,  L.D.S.  (from 
14.9.48.). 

T.  L.  Fiddick,  L.D.S. 

J.  G.  Campbell,  L.D.S. 

J.  E.  B.  Smith,  L.D.S. 

D.  R.  House,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.IC, 
L.D.S. 

A.  S.  Peacock,  L.D.S. 

L.  D.  Smith,  L.D.S. 

H.  R.  Myers,  L.D.S. 


1) 


Tiverton  /\rea — K.  W.  Massey,  L.D.S. 

Torquay  Area — R.  N.  Harris,  L.D.S. 

Totnes  Area — E.  J.  Tucker,  L.D.S.  (Transferred 

to  Bideford  Area,  1.5. 48.). 

|.  M.  Steer,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (from 
1.5.48.). 

7 ' liber culosis  Offieers . 

G.  E.  Adkins,  M.B.,  B.Chir.  (Cantab.). 

W.  E.  B.  Lloyd,  M. R.C.S.,  L.R.C.B.,  D.P.H. 

A.  J.  McMillan,  M. R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 

The  Tuberculosis  Officers  are  now  on  the  staff  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  but  a portion  of  their  time  is  devoted  to  preven- 
tion, care  and  after-care,  which  remain  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Health  Committee. 

School  Ophthalmic  Surgeons. 

M.  L.  Foxwell,  M. R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.ICH.  (Lond.). 
W.  G.  Hutton,  B.A.,  M. R.C.S.  (Camb.),  L.R.C.P. 

County  Sanitary  Officers. 

T.  James,  C.R.S.L,  M.I.H. 

E.  M.  H.  King,  M.S.E.,  M.l.S.E.,.  M.R.S.l. 

County  Ambulance  Officer. 

C.  H.  Congdon.  (From  1.L48). 

County  Superintendent  of  Nursing  and  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 
Miss  L.  Reynolds,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Deputy  County  Superintendent  of  Nursing  and  Supervisor  of 

Midwives. 

Miss  M.  Dawson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Assistant  Superintendent  of  Nursing  and  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 
Miss  E.  M.  Teague,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

County  Staff  Sister. 

Miss  M.  M.  Rhodes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 
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Health  Visiting  Staff. 


Name 

Qualifications. 

Area. 

Andrews, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Apptd.  1.8.48. 

Bovey  Tracey 

Bitten, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

,,  30.5.48. 

Budleigh 

Salterton 

Butler, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Honiton 

Caffyn, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Ilfracombe 

Clark, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Apptd.  23.8.48. 

Holsworthy 

Edwards, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Barnstaple 

Rural 

Faulkner, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Frayling, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Exmouth 

Gilbert, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Dartmouth 

Giles, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Res’d.  30.6.48. 

Bideford 

Gill 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Res’d.  31.3.48. 

Bideford 

Gillham, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

„ 4.7.48. 

Bideford 

Greenwood, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Plympton 

Hall, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Buckfastleigh 

Harper, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Braunton 

Harris, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Crediton 

Harry, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Apptd.  21.10.48. 

Bideford 

Honeywell, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Chudleigh 

J ames. 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Retd.  30.6.48. 

St.  Thomas 
Rural 

*J  ones. 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Torquay 

Leathley, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Barnstaple 

Lee, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  S.l.Cert. 

Preston 

*Lee, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Torquay 

*Lawrence, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Torquay 

IMason, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Plymouth 

Maley, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

South  Molton 

Morris, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Topsham 

Ody, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Apptd.  1.8.48. 

Appledore 

Pester, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Cullompton 

Ralls, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Apptd.  1.8.48. 

South  Molton 

Rogers, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Axminster 

Ryall, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Okehampton 

Sercombe, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Salcombe 

Slade, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Res’d.  31.12.48. 

Hatherleigh 

Smith, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Newton  Abbot 

Simpson, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Teignmouth 

Sparks, 

Mrs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Tiverton 

Steward, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Bampton 

Stone, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Tavistock 

Thain, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Ashburton 

*Wallace, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Torquay 

Walters, 

Miss  F. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Paignton 

Walters, 

Miss  M. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Moretonhamp- 

stead 

Walters, 

Miss  0. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Totnes 

Webb, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M..  H.V.C. 

Res’d.  31.3.48. 

Holsworthy 

West, 

Miss 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Kingsbridge 

* Transferred  from  Torquay,  5.7.48. 

✓ 
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Psychiatrists. 

Dr.  H.  Scott-Forbes,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.M. 
J-  J-  Ji^istice,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.M. 

Psychologist. 

Miss  A.  M.  Silver,  M.A.  (Bond.). 


Senior  Social  Worker. 
Miss  J.  H.  MacMichael. 


Social  Workers  in  Child  Guidance. 

Miss  F.  M.  Dickinson  (Part-time),  Diploma  of  the  School  of 
Sociology. 


Social  Workers  ayid  Didy  Authorised  Officers. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Brain. 

Mr.  G.  A.  J.  Cheesley. 
Mr.  N.  S.  Coombs. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Gliddon. 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Hawes. 
Miss  M.  Baxter. 


Mrs.  G.  Orchard. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Sands,  B.A. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Smith. 

Mr.  j.  W.  Stacey. 

Mr.  D.  j.  Winter. 

Mrs.  B.  Viner.  (Transferred  to 
R.H.B.). 


Chief  Clerk. 

A.  H.  Churchill.  (Retired  1.5.48.). 
R.  F.  Anning.  (Appointed  1.5.48.). 


(B)  Part  Time  Officers. 

County  Analyst. 

T.  Tickle  (Exeter),  B.Sc.,  F'.I.C. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 


* Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts. 


1. 

Ashburton 

2_ 

Axminster 

3. 

* Barnstaple 

4. 

* Bideford 

5. 

Brixham 

G. 

Buckfastleigh 

7. 

B.  Salterton 

8. 

Crediton 

9. 

* Dartmouth 

10. 

Dawlish 

11. 

Ex  mouth 

12. 

Holsworthy 

13. 

* Honiton 

14. 

Ilfracombe 

15. 

Kingsbridge 

IG. 

Lynton 

17. 

Newton  Abbot 

18. 

Northam 

19. 

*Okelianipton 

20. 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

21. 

Paignton 

22. 

Salcombe 

23. 

Seaton 

24. 

Sidmouth 

25. 

*South  Molton 

2G. 

Tavistock 

27. 

Teignmouth 

28. 

*Tiverton 

29. 

*Gt.  Torrington 

30. 

* Torquay 

31. 

*Totnes 

R.  G.  Hall,  32  West  Street,  Ashburton. 

D.  Steele-Perkiiis,  Perhams,  Langford  Road, 
Honiton. 

F.  J.  H.  Martin,  The  Castle,  Barnstaple. 

E.  Pearson,  Strand  House,  Bideford. 

A.  Dick,  Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall, 
Brixham.  . 

S.  R.  Williams,  Toll  Marsh,  Buckfastleigh. 

L.  G.  Anderson,  Council  Offices,  Exmouth. 

H.  J.  Sherren,  Devonia  House,  Crediton. 

A.  Dick,  Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paignton. 

H.  A.  Constable,  Gesmond,  Dawlish. 

L.  G.  Anderson,  Council  Offices,  Exmouth. 

S.  Craddock,  Council  Offices,  Holsworthy. 

D.  Steele-Perkins,  Perhams,  Langford  Road, 
Honiton. 

W.  B.  Boone,  Town  Hall,  Wilder  Road,  Ilfracombe. 
W.  C.  Smales,  The  Manor  House,  Kingsbridge. 

M.  P.  Nightingale,  Kneesworth,  Lynton. 

T.  Brown,  Council  Offices,  Courtenay  Street, 
Newton  Abbot. 

J.  Youngman,  Northam  House,  Northam. 

E.  D.  Alien-Price,  Council  Offices,  Okehampton. 

F.  N.  Sidebotham,  Town  Hall,  Ottery  St.  Mary. 
A.  Dick,  Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paignton, 
W.  C.  Smales,  Council  Offices,  Plympton. 

D.  Steele-Perkins,  Perhams,  Langford  Road, 
Honiton. 

E.  L.  Perry,  Council  Offices,  Sidmouth. 

F.  J.  H.  Martin,  Council  Offices,  South  Molton. 

E.  D.  Alien-Price,  Drake  Road,  Tavistock. 

F.  S,  L.  Piggott,  Teignroyd,  Teignmouth. 

G.  Nicholson,  1 1 St.  Peter  Street,  Tiverton. 

C.  F.  R.  Briggs,  Glen  Tor,  Torrington. 

J.  V,  A.  Simpson,  Town  Hall,  Torquay. 

Elizabeth  Davies,  The  Manor  House,  Totnes. 

* Borough. 
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Rural  Districts. 


1. 


3. 

4. 

5. 
(). 


8. 

!). 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 


Axminster 

Barnstaple 

Bidel'ord 

Broadwoodwidger 

Crediton 

Holsworthy 

Honiton 

Kingsbridge 
Newton  Abbot  .... 


D.  Steele-Perkins,  Perhams,  Langford  Road, 
Honiton. 

F.  J.  H.  Martin,  The  Red  House,  Ca.stle  Street, 
Barnstaple. 

N.  B.  Betts,  Cleverdon  House,  Bradworthy. 

E.  U.  Alien-Price,  Di-ake  Road,  Tavistock. 

W.  S.  O’Loughlin,  Middle  Luxton,  Upottery. 

C.  W.  Evans,  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 

Holsworthy. 

D.  Steele-Perkins,  Perhams,  Langford  Road, 
Honiton. 

W.  C.  Smales,  The  Manor  House,  Kingsbridge. 

T.  Brown,  Rural  District  Council  Offices,  Newton 
.Abbot. 


Okehampton 
Plympton  St. 
South  Molton 

St.  Thomas 

Tavistock 

Tiverton 

Torrington 

Totnes 


E.  D.  Allen- Price,  Council  Offices,  Okehampton. 

Mary  W.  C.  Smales,  Council  Offices,  Plympton. 

E.  J.  H.  Martin,  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
South  Alolton. 

L.  G.  Anderson,  26  Southernhay  East,  Exeter. 

E.  D.  Alien-Price,  Drake  Road,  Tavistock. 

G.  Nicholson,  11  .St.  Peter  Street,  Tiverton. 

E.  H.  Walker,  Fernhill,  Torrington. 

....  S.  C.  Jellicoe,  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Higher  Plymouth  Road,  Totnes. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area. 

The  area  of  the  Administrative  County  is  1,052,735  acres. 
It  is  divided  into  31  Urban  Districts  and  17  Rural  Districts. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  is 
501,369. 

Rateable  Value  ^3,285,117. 


A penny  rate  is  expected  to  produce  £13,905. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births.  7,860. 

Legitimate,  total  7,382  ; males  3,776,  females  3,606. 

Illegitimate,  total  478  ; males  256,  females  222. 

Stillbirths,  173. 

Birth  Rate*  15.7,  compared  with  a birth  rate  of  17.9  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Deaths.  Total  6,470  ; males  3,102,  females  3,368. 

Death  Rate,  12.9,  compared  with  a death  rate  of  10.8  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  amounted  to  225  (128 
males  and  97  females).  Of  this  number  24  were  illegitimate. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  28.6,  compared  with  34.0  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

7 deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  child  birth,  giving  a rate  of 
.89  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  1.02  for  England  and 
Wales. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1948 — 501,369, 
compared  with  1938 — 460,700. 


BIRTH  RATE. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1 947^1 948 

England  and  Wales 

15.0 

14.G 

14.2 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

Devon 

11.3 

11.2 

11.0 

13.6 

13.9 

16.4 

15.5 

17.3 

17.9 

15.7 

DEATH  RATE. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941  1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

14.3 

1 

12.9  11.6 

12.1 

1 1.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

Devon 

10.7 

12.0 

1 

13.?'  13.3 

i 

14.4 

14., 5 

14.8 

14.1 

14.8 

12.9 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases. 

In  the  Administrative  County  there  were  2,390  deaths  from 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  (1,118  males  and 
1,272  females),  corresponding  to  a death  rate  of  4.8  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  2,614  and  6.1  in  1947.  Of  these, 
1,424  (5.5  per  1,000)  occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts, 
and  966  (4.0  per  1,000)  occurred  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts. 

In  Table  II  will  be  found  the  number  of  deaths  and  death 
rates  from  these  diseases  for  the  sev’^eral  districts  of  the  County. 


Cancer. 

In  the  Administrative  County  there  were  1,082  deaths  from 
Cancer,  (491  males,  and  591  females),  corresponding  to  a death 
rate  of  2.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  1,089  and 
2.2  in  1948.  Of  these,  629  (2.4  per  1,000)  occurred  in  the  combined 
Urban  Districts,  and  453  (1.9  per  1,000)  occurred  in  the  combined 
Rural  Districts. 

In  Table  II  will  be  found  the  number  of  deaths  and  death 
rates  from  this  disease  for  the  several  districts  of  the  County. 


Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions. 

In  the  Administrative  County  there  were  878  deaths  from 
Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  (349  males,  and  529  females), 
corresponding  to  a death  rate  of  1.6  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  914  and  1.9  in  1947.  Of  these,  501  (1.9  per  1,000) 
occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  377  (1.57  per  1,000) 
occurred  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts. 
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TABLE  I,  1948. 


Districts. 

Popu- 
lations. 
(Est.  Mid. 
1948 

Bir 

Rate 

i,c 

Popul 

ths. 
s per 
)00 

ation. 

Infant 
Deaths. 
(Rates  per  10 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

00  live  births) 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Ashburton 

2, GIG 

43 

i 

' 16.5 

1 

23.3 

1 

_ 

Axminster 

2,530 

35 

13.8 

3 

i 85.7 

— 

; — 

Barnstaple  .... 

16,000 

317 

19.8 

1 1 

34.7 

1 

3.2 

Bideford 

10,360 

169 

16.3 

-7 

41.4 

— 

1 

Brixham 

8,863 

130 

14.7 

6 

46.2 

— 

i 

Buckfastleigh 

2,570 

38 

14.8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thidleigh  Salterton  .... 

3,712 

40 

10.8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crediton 

4,274 

69 

16.1 

4 

57.9 

— 

— 

Dartmouth 

5,723 

101 

17.6 

3 

29.7 

— 

— 

Dawlish 

7,006 

87 

12.4 

1 

1 1.5 

— 

— 

Exmoiith  .... 

16,980 

241 

14.2 

4 

16.6 

— 

— 

Great  Toi'rington 

2,820 

46 

16.3 

2 

43.5 

1 

21.7 

Holsworthv 

1,444 

239 

20.1 

2 

68.9 

— 

— 

Honiton 

3,629 

70 

19.3 

6 

85.7 

— 

— 

Ilfracombe  .... 

9,621 

163 

16.9 

4 

24.5 

— 

— 

Kingsbridge 

3,050 

51 

16.7 

— 



— 

— 

Lynton 

2,101 

27 

12.9 

1 

37.0 

— 

— 

Newton  Abbot 

1 6, 1 50 

264 

16.3 

5 

18.9 

2 

7.6 

Xortham 

6,453 

88 

13.6 

2 

22.7 

— 

— 

Okehampton 

4,090 

69 

16.8 

3 

43.5 

— 

— 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

3,820 

75 

19.6 

1 

13.3 

— 

— 

Paignton 

25,450 

307 

12.1 

9 

29.3 

— 

— 

Salcombe  .... 

2,482 

29 

11.7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Seaton 

3,025 

33 

10.9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sidmouth  .... 

9,784 

129 

13.2 

4 

31.0 

— 

— 

South  Molton 

2,968 

40 

13.5 

2 

50.0 

— 

— 

Tavistock 

6,100 

73 

12.0 

1 

13.7 

— 

^ 

Teignmouth 

1 0,550 

170 

16.1 

2 

11.8 

— 



Tiverton 

1 1,230 

207 

18.4 

6 

28.9 

— 

— 

Torqua}' 

50,660 

708 

14.0 

16 

22.6 

— 

— 

Totnes 

5,380 

67 

12.5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Urb.\n 

261,515 

.3,915 

14.9 

106 

27.1 

4 

1.0 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

11,310 

179 

15.8 

8 

44.7 

— 

— 

Barnstaple  .... 

22,020 

376 

17.1 

10 

26.6 

— 

— 

Bideford 

5,210 

89 

17.1 

3 

33.7 

— 

— 

Broad  wood  widger 

2,019 

33 

16.3 

3 

90.9 

— 

— 

Crediton 

9,666 

155 

16.0 

5 

32.3 

— 

— 

Holsworthy 

6,336 

106 

16.7 

1 

9.4 

— 

— 

Honiton 

6,971 

129 

18.5 

8 

62.0 

— 

— 

Kingsbridge 

11,390 

171 

15.0 

6 

35.1 

— 

— 

Newton  Abbot 

24,460 

370 

15.1 

8 

21.6 

— 

— 

Okehampton 

12,300 

212 

17.2 

10 

47.2 

1 

4.7 

Plympton  St.  Mary  .... 

31,780 

550 

17.3 

13 

23.6 

— 

— 

St.  Thomas  ... 

30,600 

475 

15.5 

15 

31.6 

— 

— 

South  Molton 

8,872 

143 

16.1 

4 

27.9 

— 

— 

Tavistock 

15,370 

280 

18.2 

8 

28.6 

1 

3.6 

Tiverton 

20,540 

349 

16.9 

9 

25.8 

1 

2.9 

Torriiigton  .... 

7,570 

126 

16.6 

4 

31.7 

— 

— 

Totnes 

13,440 

202 

15.0 

19.8 

— 

— 

Rural 

239,854 

3,945 

16.5 

119 

30.2 

3 

.76 

Administrative 

County 

501,369 

7,860 

15.7 

225 

28.6 

7 

.89 

GENERAL  TABLE  11. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


District. 

Popula- 

tions 

(Esti- 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Heart  and 
Circulatory 
Diseases 

Nephritis 

Respi 

Dis( 

ratory 

sases 

mated  - 
mid 
1948). 

No.  1 

1 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

URBAN. 

.\shburton 

Axminster 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Brixham 
Buckfastleigh 
Budleigh  Saltert'n 
Crediton 
Dartmouth 

Dawlish 

Exmouth 

Great  Torrington 

Holsworthy 

Honiton 

Ilfracombe 

Kingsbridge 

Lynton 

Newton  .Abbot  . 
Northam 
Okehampton 
Ottery  St.  Alary 
Paignton 

Salcombe 

Seaton 

Sidmouth 

South  Molton 
Tavistock 
Teignmouth 
Tiverton 

Torquay 

Totnes 

Urban 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Broadwoodwidgei 
Crediton 
Holsworthy 
Honiton 
Kingsbridge 
Newton  .Abbot  .. 
Okehampton 
Plympton  St. Mar 
St.  Thomas 

South  Molton 

Tavistock 

Tiverton 

Torrington 

Totnes 

Rural 

.\DMINISTRAT1VE 

County 

2,610 

2,530 

16,000 

10,360 

8,363 

2,570 

3,712 

4,274 

5,723 

7,006 

16,980 

2,820 

I, 444 
3,629 
9,621 

3.050 
2,101 

16,150 

6,453 

4,090 

3,820 

25,450 

2,482 

3,025 

9,784 

2,968 

6,100 

10.5.50 

II, 230 
.50,660 

5,380 

34 

34 

242 

118 

124 

40 

61 

72 

89 

91 

254 

29 

22 

54 

117 

49 

21 

215  ; 
79  i 
63  1 
40 
396 
33 
54 
169 
36 
95 
173 
127 
709 
51 

13.0 

13.3 

15.1 

11.4 

14.0 
15.6 

16.4 
16.8 
15.6 

13.0 
14.9 

10.3 

15.2 

14.9 

12.2 

16.1 
10.0 

13.3 
12.2 

15.4 

10.5 

15.5 

13.3 

17.9 

17.3 
12.1 

15.6 

16.4 
11.3 

13.9 
9.48 

1 

6 

5 

3 

1 

3 

2 

9 

3 

1 

3 

1 

10 

3 

1 

10 

4 

1 

6 

5 

7 

18 

4 

.38 

.38 

.48 

.34 

.23 

.52 

.29 

.52 

1.06 

.28 

.31 

.48 

.62 

.46 

.21 

.39 

.41 

.34 

.98 

.47 

.62 

.36 

1 .74 

4 

4 

35 

20 

32 

7 

12 

16 

16 

21 

45 

9 

4 

6 

20 

9 

2 

32 

18 

10 

5 
71 

4 

9 

28 

4 

14 

30 

19 

115 

8 

1.53 

1.56 

2.06 

1.93 

3.61 

2.72 

3.23 

3,74 

2.79 

2.99 

2.65 
3.19 
2.77 

1.65 
2.08 
2.95 

.95 

1.98 
2.79 
2.44 
1.31 
2.79 
1.61 

2.98 
2.86 
1.35 
2.29 
2.84 
1.69 
2.27 
1.49 

14 

15 
109 

42 

38 

12 

17 

22 

29 

36 

87 

6 

7 

21 

55 

17 
13 
78 
31 
21 
19 

154 

19 

18 
77 
15 
39 
59 
38 

292 

24 

5.36 

5.93 

6.99 

4.05 
4.29 
4.67 
4.58 
5.12 
5.07 
5.14 

5. 12 

2.13 
4.85 

5.79 
6.71 
5.57 
6.19 
4.83 

4.80 

5.13 
4.97 

6.05 
7.66 
5.95 
7.87 

5.05 
6.39 
5.59 
3.38 
5.76 
4.46 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

7 

2 

4 

6 

1 

25 

5 

.38 

.39 

.19 

.29 

.79 

.39 

.54 

.52 

.57 

.12 

.10 

.66 

.19 

.31 

.98 

.28 

.66 

.41 

.57 

.09 

.49 

.93 

2 

3 

15 

7 

12 

4 

5 

12 

8 

2 

19 

3 

2 

8 

3 

1 

15 

5 

1 

27 

1 

6 

9 

8 

11 

10 

54 

2 

.77 

1.19 

.94 

.68 

1.35 

1.56 

1.35 

2.81 

1.39 

.29 

1.12 

1.06 

1.39 

2.23 

.98 

.48 

.93 

1.22 

.26 

1.06 

.40 

1.98 

.92 

1.31 

1.04 

.89 

1.07 

.37 

261,515 

3,691 

14.1 

107 

I 

629 

2.41 

1,424 

5.45 

90 

.34 

j 255 

1 

.98 



.88 
.68 
1.15 
.99 
1.24 
.32 
1.00 
! .79 

1 .69 

.89 
.94 
.82 
1.24 
.98 
1.02 
.66 
.82 

11,310 
22,020 
5,210 
2,109 
9,666 
6,330 
6,971 
11,390 
, 24,460 

12,300 
y 31,780 
. 30,600 
8,872 
. 15,370 

20,540 
7,570 
13,440 

144 

285 

68 

19 

121 

55 

80 

141 

302 

162 

386 

319 

88 

185 

209 

84 

131 

' 12.7 

; 12.9 

, 13.1 

9.4 

1 12.5 

i 8.7 

i 11.5 

1 12.4 

1 12.3 

13.2 
12.1 

10.4 
9.9 

12.0 

10.2 
11.1 

1 9.7 

2 

3 

3 

6 

7 

15 

6 

14 

13 

1 

5 

7 

3 

4 

.18 

.14 

.58 

1 .62 

' .61 
! .61 
.49 

1 .44 

1 .42 

.11 

1 .33 

' .34 

.39 
.29 

25 

43 

8 

5 

24 
7 

14 

20 

58 

25 
71 
53 

9 

24 

30 

17 

20 

2.21 

1.95 

1.54 

2.48 
2.47 
1.10 
2.01 
1.76 
2.37 
2.03 
2.23 
1.73 
1.01 
1.56 
1.46 
2.25 

1.49 

51 

138 

31 

4 

38 

21 

27 

43 

98 

50 

113 

108 

35 

75 

72 

24 

38 

1 

4.51 
6.27 
5.95 
1.98 

3.93 
3.31 

3.87 
3.78 
3.91 
4.07 
3.56 
3.53 

3.94 

4.88 

3.51 
3.17 
3.83 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

6 

11 

5 

14 

6 

1 

5 

10 

2 

8 

.27 

.18 

.38 

.10 

1 ^2 

.53 

.45 

.41 

.44 

.19 

.11 

.33 

.49 

.26 

.59 

10 

15 

6 

2 

12 

2 

7 

9 

17 

11 

30 

25 

11 

15 

21 

5 

11 

239,854 

2,779 

1 11.6 

89 

1 .37 

453 

1.89 

966 

4.03 

80 

.33 

209 

.87 

501,361 



6,47C 

i 

i 12.9 

196 

.40 

1,082 

2.2 

2,390 

4.77 

170 

.34 

464  j .93 

17 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

With  regard  to  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  a change 
brought  about  as  a result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
is  that  under  Schedule  10,  local  sanitary  authorities  must  send  a 
copy  of  all  notifications  of  infectious  disease  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  within  12  hours  of  their  receipt  and  the  County  Council  is 
required  to  reimburse  local  sanitary  authorities  for  any  fee  which 
they  have  paid  for  the  original  notification. 

Smallpox. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council’s  responsibility 
to  provide  for  the  isolation  hospital  treatment  of  cases  of  Smallpox 
passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  During  the  year  1948,  no 
cases  of  Smallpox  were  reported  in  the  Administrative  County. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  254  cases  notified,  with  no  deaths  during  the 
year,  compared  with  274  cases  and  no  deaths  for  the  previous 
year.  Cases  were  reported  in  all  but  15  of  the  sanitary  districts. 

The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Plympton  St.  Mary 
Rural  (33),  Torquay  (31),  and  Paignton  (27). 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  15  cases  notified,  with  no  deaths  during  the  year, 
compared  with  31  cases  and  2 deaths  for  the  previous  year.  The 
disease  was  notified  in  10  (4  urban,  6 rural)  of  the  48  sanitary 
districts. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  sole  responsibility  for  the  pro- 
vision of  facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  rests  with 
the  Local  Health  Authority.  Further  details  regarding  the  scheme 
which  was  brought  into  operation  on  the  5th  July  is  contained 
in  the  section  further  on  in  this  report  which  deals  with  Section  28 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  4 cases  with  1 death,  notified  during  the  year, 
compared  with  3 cases  and  no  deaths  for  the  previous  year.  The 
disease  was  notified  in  3 (1  urban,  2 rural)  of  the  48  sanitary 
districts. 


B 
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Measles. 

There  were  2,594  cases  notified,  with  one  death,  during  the 
year,  compared  with  3,861  cases  and  6 deaths,  during  the  previous 
year.  The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Brixham  (389), 
Torquay  (276),  Dartmouth  (261),  and  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural 
(269). 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  1,058  cases  with  6 deaths,  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  961  cases  and  5 deaths,  during  the  previous 
year.  The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Plympton  St. 
Mary  Rural  (214),  Torquay  (113),  and  St.  Thomas  Rural  (99). 

Diarrhoea. 

There  were  14  deaths  (urban  2,  rural  12)  of  children  under 
two  years  of  age  registered  during  the  year,  compared  with  20 
for  the  previous  year.  Deaths  were  reported  in  2 of  the  Urban 
and  in  7 of  the  Rural  areas. 

Influenza. 

There  were  13  deaths  (urban  6,  rural  7)  registered  during  the 
year,  compared  with  41  for  the  previous  year. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  190  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year. 
This  serious  disease  caused  *166  deaths  (urban  89,  rural  77), 
compared  with  203  for  the  previous  year. 

* The  deaths  include  both  notifiable  and  non-notifiable  cases. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia. 

There  were  16  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations,,  with 
one  death,  compared  with  27  cases  and  6 deaths  for  the  previous 
year. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  5 deaths 
registered. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  2 deaths 
registered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  9 cases  notified,  compared  with  9 for  the  previous 
year.  (Further  reference  to  this  is  made  in  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  section  of  the  report). 


19 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  notifications  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regula- 
tions, 1930,  was  390,  and  195  deaths  were  given  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  returns. 

School  Closure. 

During  the  year  3 schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
diseases,  compared  with  6 in  1947. 

Of  these  2 were  closed  on  account  of  Measles,  and  the  other 
on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 

4,597  children  (infected  and  contacts)  were  excluded  ; 
(Chickenpox  1,182,  Conjunctivitis  51,  Diphtheria  3,  German 
Measles  55,  Jaundice  3,  Measles  1,100,  Mumps  1,324,  Scarlet 
Fever  171,  Scabies  26,  Impetigo  29,  Ringworm  22,  Other  Skin 
Diseases  1,  Whooping  Cough  617,  Other  diseases  13). 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DEATH  RATES. 

The  following  Table  compares  the  total  death  rate  from  the 
more  common  Zymotic  diseases  (excluding  measles  and  whooping 
cough)  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  during  the  years  1939-48. 
(for  details  see  Table  III). 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


District 


• 

1030 

1040 

1041' 1042 

1 

1043 

1044 

1045 

1040 

1047 

1048 

Urban 

.50 

.01 

.70 

.50 

.54 

.40 

.47 

.50 

.52 

.30 

Rural  .... 

.53 

.81 

.00 

.40 

.40 

.52 

.40 

.42 

.30 

.35 

Administrative  County  .... 

.57 

.8f) 

.00 

.411 

.50 

.51 

.40 

.40 

.45 

.30 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notifications. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  registers  at  the  end  of  1948  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  total 

CASES. 

Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total 
1,520  1,253  2,782  200  381  080 


3,402 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  primary  notifications  during 
the  year  1948,  as  furnished  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Notifications  on  Form  A. 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Age  periods 

f— 1 

d 

»o 

C-l 

o 

10—15 

o 

(M 

lO 

pH 

20—25 

25—35 

35 — 45 

45—55 

55 — 65 

65—75 

75  and 

over. 

Totals 

Grand 

Total 

Pulmonary  Males 

1 

2 

2 

2 

21 

24 

51 

35 

21 

13 

6 

1 

179 

,,  Females 

1 

1 

6 

16 

22 

30 

16 

8 

13 

13 

126 

Non-Pulmonary  Males  .... 

3 

6 

3 

4 

1 

10 

7 

2 

2 

38 

,,  Females 

2 

3 

2 

11 

3 

2 

4 

7 

10 

2 

1 

47 

390 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Chief  (Adminstrative)  Tuberculosis 
Officer  during  the  year,  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 


The  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  on  Form  A (all 
forms)  amounted  to  390  (217  males,  173  females).  Of  this  number 
305  (179  males,  126  females),  suffered  from  Respiratory  forms 
of  Tuberculosis,  and  85  (38  males,  47  females)  from  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  notifications  (390)  is  lower  than 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1947  (435)  : — Pulmonary  cases 
show  a decrease  of  58  and  non-pulmonary  an  increase  of  13. 


iir 


TABLE  III.  1948. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


c 

scarlet  Fever  ] 

Diphtheria  & 
Membraneous 
Croup 

Snteric  Fever 

Pneumonia. 

Puer.  & Post 
abort,  sepsis 

Poliomyelitis 

Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Cerebro- 
spinal Fever 

Ac.  i 
ence 

nf. 

ph. 

Ophth 

Neonaf 

ilmia 

orum 

Tot 

al. 

DISTRICTS. 

to 

(O 

oj 

u 

CO 

a> 

Q 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

CO 

r£:i 

o 

Q 

CO 

o 

CO 

ccj 

U 

CO 

-l-> 

4) 

0 

CO 

o 

CO 

u 

CO 

oj 

Oi 

Q 

CO 

4) 

CO 

oJ 

U 

CO 

cd 

0) 

p 

CO 

a> 

CO 

ccJ 

u 

CO 

d 

o 

p 

CO 

4) 

CO 

d 

U 

CO 

d 

o 

p 

CO 

CD 

CO 

d 

O 

CO 

<D 

p 

CO 

cu 

CO 

d 

U 

CO 

d 

o 

p 

CO 

<u 

CO 

d 

U 

CO 

X 

rt 

p 

URBAN. 

Ashburton 

.\xminster 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Brixham 

Buckfastleigh 

Budleigh  Saltei-ton 
Crediton 

Dartmouth 

Dawlish 

Exmouth 

Holsworthy  .... 

Honiton 

Ilfracombe 

Kingsbridge 

Lynton 

Nervton  Abbot 

Northam 

Okehampton 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Paignton 

Salcombe 

Seaton 

Sidmouth 

South  Molton 

Tavistock 

Teignmouth 

Tiverton 

Torrington 

Torquay 

Totnes 

28 

2 

12 

8 

5 

2 

8 

4 

5 

3 

2 

27 

1 

7 

5 

1 

31 

3 

— 

1 

1 



1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

24 

2 

3 

7 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

6 

24 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

2 

5 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

9 

1 

6 

6 

1 

20 

1 

3 

1 

I 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Z 

1 

1 

55 

2 

4 

2 

2 

12 

10 

8 

9 

11 

4 

8 

4 

3 

32 

1 

3 

1 

14 

12 

1 

57 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

6 

7 

1 

20 

1 

Totals  .... 

154 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

84 

89 

6 

— 

8 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

261 

95 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Broadwoodwidger 

Crediton 

Holsworthy  .... 

Honiton 

Kingsbridge 

Newton  Abbot 
Okehampton 

Plympton  St.  Mary 
South  Molton 

St.  Thomas  .... 
Tavistock 

Tiverton 

Torrington 

Totnes 

3 

6 

1 

5 

1 

11 

5 

2 

33 

4 

4 

6 
15 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

2 

2 

8 

2 

45 

8 

27 

1 

3 

5 

4 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

4 

8 

6 
11 

8 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

9 

15 

1 

5 

4 

15 

18 

8 

80 

4 

19 

8 

47 

3 

4 

4 

6 

4 

1 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

5 

9 

6 

12 

8 

9 

3 

Totals  ... 

. 100 

— 

10 

— 

2 

1 

106 

77 

10 

1 

7 

2 

3 

1 

— 

3 

6 

— 

238 

85 

Administrative  County  . 

...  254 

i - 

15 

— 

4 

1 

190 

166 

16 

1 

15 

5 

5 

2 

— 

5 

9 

— 

499 

180 

* Deaths  include  both  notifiable  and  non-notifiable  cases. 


Cases,  as  notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
Deaths,  as  notified  by  Registrar-General. 
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IVIortaiity. 

(a)  Pulmonary. 

During  the  year  1948,  160  deaths  (93  males  and  67  females) 
occurred  ; of  these,  93  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  67 
in  the  Rural  Districts. 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary. 

35  deaths  occurred  (17  males  and  18  females).  Of  this  number 
14  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  21  in  the  Rural  Districts. 


Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  195  deaths  (110  males  and  85  females),  107  in  the 
Urban  Districts  and  88  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

Table  II  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  death  rates  in  the 
various  districts  in  the  County. 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  0.4 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

In  the  combined  Urban  Districts  the  death  rate  was  0.41 
and  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  0.37.  In  the  Urban  Districts 
the  highest  death  rate  was  in  Great  Torrington  (1.06)  and  in  the 
Rural  Districts  the  highest  death  rate  was  in  Crediton  (.62). 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  from  Tuberculosis 
(all  causes)  for  the  last  five  years  : — 


Year  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Rate  0.47  0.5  0.45  0.47  0.4 


The  following  table  shows  the  sex,  age,  and  number  of  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  (all  causes)  amongst  Children  and  Infants 
during  the  year  1948. 


Under 

5 years. 

5 years  and 
under  I.')  years. 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

4 

6 

51 

53 

55 

50 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 

(Returns  from  Local  Registrars). 


Age  Periods. 

- 

New  Cases 

Dec 

iths 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-. 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1— 

•) 

1 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 — 

2 

1 

6 

11 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

10— 

2 

0 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

15— 

21 

16 

4 

2 

4 

4 

— 

— 

20— 

24 

22 

1 

4 

8 

10 

— 

— 

25— 

51 

30 

10 

7 

23 

18 

— 

— 

35 — 

35 

16 

7 

10 

21 

20 

— 

— 

45— 

21 

8 

2 

2 

30 

8 

— 

— 

5.1  — 

13 

13 

— 

1 

19 

7 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

7 

13 

o 

14 

8 

— 

— 

Totals 

179 

126 

38 

47 

120 

76 

1 

1 

Of  the  198  deaths  of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  returned  by 
the  Local  Registrars,  64  (32.32  per  cent.)  were  of  un-notified 


cases,  the  reasons  given  being  : — 

Visitors  . 25 

Diagnosed  on  Post  Mortem  Examination  6 


Regarded  by  Medical  Attendant  as  already  noti- 


33 
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This  table  shows  the  occupations  of  194  adults  who  died  from 
Tuberculosis  in  1948  : — 

Adults — 15  years  of  age  and  upwards. 


MALES. 


Apprentice  

2 

Inmate  M.  D.  Institution 

1 

Agricultural  Lecturer 

1 

Licensed  Victualler 

4 

Beach  Attendant 

1 

Labourer,  General 

14 

Boiler  Maker 

1 

,,  Farm 

4 

Builder 

1 

No  Occupation 

12 

Bus  Conductor 

2 

Motor  Mechanic 

2 

Caretaker 

1 

Motor  Driver 

2 

Carpenter 

1 

Night  Watchman 

1 

Carrier 

1 

Painter 

1 

Chef 

1 

Rag  Merchant 

1 

Caterer 

1 

Railway  Platelayer 

1 

Civil  Engineer 

1 

Retired 

10 

Clerk 

10 

Ship’s  Rivetter 

1 

Company  Director 

1 

Shop  Assistant 

2 

Electrician 

1 

,,  Keeper 

5 

Ex-Service 

14 

Tailor 

2 

Factory  Worker 

4 

Taxi  Driver  . 

2 

Farmer 

1 

Valet 

1 

Garage  Proprietor 

3 

Waiter 

1 

Gardener 

2 

Watch  & Clock  Repairer 

2 

P.O.  Worker 

2 

Window  Cleaner 

1 

Hairdresser  

1 

— 

Housing  Estate  Manager 

1 

125 

Hotel  Worker 

1 

— 

FEMALES. 

Bookbinder 

1 

Nurse 

2 

Domestic 

4 

Paper  Mills  Worker 

1 

Housewife 

41 

Shop  Assistant 

2 

Inmate  of  M.D.  Institu- 
tion 

3 

Shorthand-Typist 

2 

Leather  Work 

1 

— 

Machinist 

1 

69 

No  Occupation 

11 

'I'lie  following  information  with  regard  to  the  localisation 
of  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1948  has  been  obtained  from 
the  Returns  of  the  Local  Registrars  (not  those  from  the  Registrar- 
General). 

Males.  Fetnules.  Total. 

Lungs  120  7()  196 

Meningitis  — — — 

Generalised  — — — 

Peritoneum  and  Intestines  1 1 2 

Spinal  Column  — — — 

Joints  — — — 

Other  Forms  — — — 


121  77  198 


Of  the  198  deaths,  4 (2,0  per  cent.)  occurred  amongst  children 
under  15  and  194  (97.9  per  cent.)  amongst  patients  above  that 
age. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  County  Council  under 
these  Regulations. 

X-Rays. 

During  the  year  14,500  X-Ray  e.xaminations  were  carried 
out  in  the  3 areas  of  the  Administrative  County  ; North  Devon 
4,239,  Torquay  6,572,  Exeter  3,689. 

Grants  of  Extra  Nourishment,  etc. 

The  following  grants  were  made  during  the  year  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  : — 

1.  Extra  Nourishment — 365  grants  were  made  to  109  patients 

for  milk  at  the  rate  of  5/3d.  per  week.  Except  in  a 
few  instances,  grants  were  for  3 months. 

2.  Nursing. — 3 grants. 

Occupational  Therapy. 

Under  arrangements  made  with  St.  Loyes  Cri])ples  Training 
College  for  Tuberculosis  ])atients  to  receive  instruction  in  their 
own  homes  by  an  Occupational  Therapist,  972  visits  were  made 
to  329  patients. 
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Shelters. 

Shelters  are  loaned  to  patients  on  the  advice  of  tlie  Tubercu- 
losis Officers  and  are  inspected  at  intervals  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  and  Health  Visitors.  Total  number  available  70  ; (Of 
this  number,  7 are  on  loan  to  the  Grove  Nursing  Home,  Paignton, 
and  5 to  Windwhistle  Nursing  Home,  Poundsgate), 


Tuberculosis  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitors  act  as  Tuberculosis  Visitors,  and  during 
the  year  934  visits  were  made  to  homes  of  tuberculous  patients. 
One  Health  Visitor  is  attached  to  each  of  the  3 Tuberculosis 
Cdinics  and  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Information  relating  to  patients  is  then  passed  to  the 
appro])riate  Health  Visitor. 


Oakland’s  Park  Children’s  Home. 

Tliere  are  58  beds  available  at  Oaklands  Park  Children’s 
Home  and  an  average  of  45  were  occupied  throughout  the  year. 
The  staff  consists  of  Matron  and  5 nurses,  1 teacher,  who  also 
organises  games  and  meals,  and  3 domestic  staff. 

During  the  year  154  children  were  admitted,  161  were  dis- 
charged and  22  were  in  the  Home  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
latter  number  is  lower  than  the  average  for  the  year  as  many  of 
the  children  are  taken  home  for  Christmas. 


Average  length  of  stay 
Greatest  ,,  ,, 

Average  gain  in  weighp 
Greatest  ,, 


) } ) y 


12  weeks,  4 days. 
44  weeks. 

4 lbs.  10  ozs. 

14  lbs.,  4 ozs. 


Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Although  blindness — its  cause,  prevention,  and  treatment — 
is  essentially  of  medical  interest,  powers  under  this  Act  have  been 
delegated  to  the  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

The  Scheme  of  Registration  contains  a proviso  that  before 
the  name  of  a blind  person  is  entered  in  the  Register,  he  must  be 
examined  by  a medical  practitioner  with  special  experience.  If, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  the  blind  person  is  unable  to  travel, 
his  name,  together  with  a certificate  from  his  own  medical  practi- 
tioner, is  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his  approval 
before  being  placed  on  the  Register. 


TABLE  IV. 


Return  showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Patients  Discharged. 


Classification 

on 

Admission. 

Condition  at 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment. 

the  time  of 
Discharge. 

Under 

28  days. 

Under  , 3 to  6 

3 months  ] months  ^ 

6 to  12 
months 

Over  12 
months 

Pulmonary 

Class  R.A.l. 

M.  F.  C. 

% 

p 

p 

p 

M.  F.  C. 

M.  F.  C. 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

6 1 — 

1 1 — 

7 2 — 

- -1 

2 3 2 

— 1 — 

— 6 1 
— 1 — 



Class  R.A.2.  1 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

— — — 

2 3 — ! — 1 — 

1 

— 1 — 

— — — 

Class  R.A.3. 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

1 — — 

_ 1 — 

1 — — 

1 — — 

2 — 1 

— 1 — 

— — — 



Totals  .... 

8 3 — 

11  6 — 

4 5 3 

— 9 1 

Class  R.B.l. 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

2 2 — 

1 1 — 

3 6 — 

1 — — 

— 14  — 

— 5 — 

1 — — 

~ 

Class  R.B.2. 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

4 2 — 

9 1 — 

— 1 — 

1 1 — 

10  14  — 

— 1 — 

1 — — 

1 

3 6 — 

1 1 — 

1 1 — 

Class  R-B.3. 

1 Quiescent 

1 Not  quiescent 
; Died 

2 2 — 

2 4 — 

1 4 — 

4 4 — 

1 3 — 

4 2 — 

2 1 — 

119  — 

1 7 — 

3 4 — 

9 3 — 

5 2 — 

5 2 — 

-1 

1 Totals  ... 

8 6 — 

17  15  — 

19  15  — 

1 26  54  — 

27  15  — 

Observation 

1 Length  of  Stay 

I 

j Total  6. 

1 1 2 — 

1 — 1 

_ 1 — 

} ' 

Ron-Pulmonary 

Class  N.R.A. 

_ 1 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

1 Died 

_ 1 — 

— — — 

2 

j 

— — — 

Class  N.R.B. 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 
Died 

1 1 — 

_ 1 1 

— — — 

— — — 
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HAWKMOOR  SANATORIUM. 


Total  Number  of  l^eds  availal)le 
Total  number  of  patients  admitted 
Total  number  of  patients  discharged  or  who 
died 

Total  number  of  patient  days 
Average  Number  of  P)eds  Occui)ied 
Average  length  of  Stay 


1 !K) 

285 

liave 

267 

62,885 

172 

251  days 


Age  Classification  on  Admission. 


Under  5 years 

Males. 

2 

Females. 

Totals. 

2 

lb  „ 

'1 

I 1 

15 

25  „ 

38 

19 

87 

>,  bo  ,, 

57 

51 

108 

.>  15  „ 

24 

20 

41 

,,  55 

16 

9 

25 

„ 65  „ 

2 

2 

4 

113 

142 

285 

Disease  Classification  on  Admission. 


Pulmonary  only.  " 


1 UFtnu nur y uni  y . 

Males. 

Females. 

Children. 

Total. 

Observation 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Class  R.A.l. 

17 

15 

1 

36 

Class  R.A.2. 

2 

6 

— 

8 

Class  R.A.3. 

6 

1 

2 

9 

Class  R.B.l. 

. 19 

23 

— 

42 

Class  R,F>.2. 

. 10 

28 

1 

69 

Class  R.l).3. 

..  50 

50 

3 

103 

N on- Pulmon a ry  onlv. 

N.R.A. 

1 

3 

7 

N.R.B. 

2 

3 

5 

285 


28 


■ 

Year 

discharged. 

— 

Un- 

traced 

Cured 

Not 
Cured 
but  able 
to  work 

Too 
111  to 
work 

Died 

Total 

Grand 

Totals. 

R.A 

12 

47 

26 

1 

8 

94 

R.B.I 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

R.B.2 

5 

4 

3 

1 

19 

32 

1935 

R.B.3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

10 

138 

R.A 

3 

23 

25 

2 

11 

64 

R.B.I 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

R.B.2 

2 

7 

7 

5 

12 

33 

193(5 

R.B.3 

— 

1 

7 

5 

17 

30 

129 

R.A 

11 

20 

22 

6 

5 

64 

R.B.I 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

R.B.2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

9 

20 

1937 

R.B.3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

24 

34 

121 

R.A 

6 

37 

20 

4 

12 

79 

R.B.I 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

R.B.2 

4 

7 

8 

2 

3 

24 

1938 

R.B.3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

24 

32 

141 

R.A 

4 

20 

36 

6 

21 

87 

R.B.I 

1 

2 

tmi 

1 

4 

10 

R.B.2 

4 

1 

9 

3 

11 

28 

1939 

R.B.3 

5 

7 

2 

10 

31 

55 

180 

R.A 

5 

38 

16 

10 

10 

79 

R.B.I 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

10 

R.B.2 

2 

8 

9 

10 

15 

44 

1940 

R.B.3 

3 

— 

2 

4 

16 

25 

158 

R.A 

17 

17 

26 

4 

20 

84 

R.B.I 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

9 

R.B.2 

6 

8 

13 

5 

10 

42 

1941 

R.B.3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

21 

27 

162 

R.A 

9 

7 

41 

5 

7 

69 

R.B.I 

— 

2 

9 

1 

. — - 

12 

R.B.2 

5 

3 

14 

7 ■ 

11 

40 

1942 

R.B.3 

2 

1 

3 

11 

20 

37 

158 

R.A 

6 

10 

42 

7 

4 

69 

R.B.I 

1 

1 

7 

4 

3 

16 

R.B.2 

2 

3 

16 

5 

7 

33 

1943 

R.B.3 

2 

2 

6 

6 

23 

39 

157 

R.A 

7 

12 

52 

9 

6 

86 

R.B.I.  ... 

2 

4 

12 

1 

1 

20 

R.B.2 

— 

3 

19 

10 

7 

39 

1944 

R.B.3.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

9 

29 

40 

185 

R.A 



4 

41 

8 

1 

54 

R.B.I 

— 

1 

16 

1 

1 

19 

R.B.2 

— 

— 

12 

7 

4 

23 

1945 

R.B.3 

2 

1 

‘7 

W 

9 

12 

26 

122 

R.A 



2 

30 

7 

1 

40 

R.B.I 

— 



17 

4 

1 

22 

R.B.2 

1 

2 

12 

26 

6 

47 

1946 

R.B.3. 

— 

— 

2 

15 

7 

24 

133 

R.A 



36 

10 

5 

51 

R.B.I 

— 

— 

8 

8 

3 

19 

R.B.2 

— 

— 

40 

4 

7 

51 

1947 

R.B.3 

1 

— 

26 

28  ■ 

40 

95 

216 
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x\rtificial  pneumothorax  was  attempted  in  100  cases,  of  which 
80  cases  were  successful,  and  20  unsuccessful.  In  addition  to 
this  17  patients  were  admitted  whose  pneumothorax  had  been 
induced  elsewhere.  18  cases  of  pneumoperitoneum  were  induced 
during  the  year,  and  8 patients  were  admitted  whose  pneumo- 
peritoneum had  been  induced  elsewhere.  The  total  refills  given 
during  the  year  amounted  to  2,878. 

The  out-patient  clinic  continues  to  do  useful  work  with 
consultations  and  refills  for  patients  who  live  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  number  of  new  patients  seen  during  the  year  in  this 
department  was  170,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  945. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  surgical  work  performed  ; — 


Phrenic  Nerve  Operations  38 

Thoracoscopy  10 

Thoracoscopy  and  Adhesion  Section  66 

Thoracotomy  and  Adhesion  Section  10 

Thoracoplast}^  . 33 

Empyema  Drainage  . . 7 

Extra-Pleural  Pneumolysis  7 

Cavity  Drainage  2 

Bronchoscopy  . 9 

Glands  of  Neck  ..  12 

Ischio-Rectal- Abscess . 3 

Laparotomy  2 

Decortication  of  Lung  1 

Saucerisation  of  Chronic  Empyema  1 

D.  and  C I 

Minor  Operations  21 


X-rays. 

There  were  4,106  screenings  made,  and  1,406  films  taken, 
of  which  1,337  were  plain  chest,  44  orthopaedic,  7 dental,  1 
intravenous  pyelogram,  5 pregnancy,  and  12  opaque  oil  injection. 
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Dental  Treatment. 

As  in  former  years  dental  treatment  has  continued  to  play 
an  important  part  in  the  general  therapeutic  scheme.  Analysis 


of  the  treatment  given  is  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Inspections  249 

,,  found  to  require  treatment  . 175 

,,  actually  treated  134 

,,  of  attendances  995 

,,  of  fillings  of  permanent  teeth  293 

,,  of  extractions  258 

,,  of  other  operations  214 

,,  of  persons  supplied  with  dentures  39 

,,  rendered  dentally  fit  134 


The  number  of  sessions  was  94,  which  took  place  on  47  days. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

The  County  Oplithalmic  Surgeon  has  visited  from  time  to 
time  as  required. 

Hawley  Hospital,  Barnstaple. 

This  hospital  is  administered  through  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 
During  1948,  26  patients  were  admitted  and  15  discharged. 
Two  patients  died  (luring  the  year  and  3 were  transferred  to  other 
liospitals. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Births. 

During  the  year  1948,  7,860  (7,382  legitimate,  478  illegitimate) 
births  were  registered  in  the  Administrative  County,  including 
Torquay  (4,032  males  and  3,828  females)  : this  is  a decrease  of 
935  on  tlie  year  1947.  Of  the  total  number  of  births,  3,915 
occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  3,945  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

Tlie  birth  rate  for  the  County  for  1948  was  15.7  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  compared  with  17.9  in  1947,  17.3  in  1946  and 
15.5  in  1945. 

In  the  combined  ITban  Districts  the  birth  rate  was  14.9  and 
in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  16.5.  Table  I shows  the  number 
of  births  and  the  birth  rate  in  each  of  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts.  In  the  Urban  Districts  the  highest  rate  was  in  Hols- 
worthy  and  the  lowest  in  Budleigh  Salterton.  In  the  Rural 
Districts  the  highest  rate  was  in  Honiton  and  the  lowest  in  Kings- 
bridge  and  Totnes.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948 
was  17.9  compared  with  20.5  in  1947. 
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Illegitimate  Births. 

There  were  47(S  illegitimate  births  (Urban  261,  Rural  217) 
(Males  256,  females  222)  registered,  giving  a rate  of  6.6  })er  cent 
for  the  Urban  and  5.5  per  cent  for  the  Rural  births,  with  a general 
rate  of  6 per  cent  for  the  County. 


Stillbirths. 

There  were  173  stillbirths  (99  males,  74  females)  registered 
in  the  County,  giving  a rate  of  22  per  1,000  total  births. 


Notifications— 

Under  Section  203(2)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  all 
births  in  the  Administrative  County  must  be  notified  within  36 
hours  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

In  the  County  6,580  live  births  were  notified.  This  figure 
includes  the  Borough  of  Torquay  as  from  July  5th  only,  as  the 
Borough  was  its  own  Welfare  xA.uthority  prior  to  that  date. 


Notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  428 

,,  ,,  Midwives  . 6,152 

4'otal  6,580 

Reported  by  Registrars  as  non-notified  . 222 

4'otal  6,802 


St  ill  births. 

In  the  Administrativ'c  County  (including  figures  for  d'orcjuay 
from  5.7.48)  108  stillbirths  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  21 

Notified  by  Midwives  . 81 

4'otal  108 


All  cases  of  stillbirth  are  followed  up  by  investigations 
made  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurse/Midwives  or  by  direct 
enquiry,  and  information  as  to  the  cause  of  death  obtained. 
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Premature  Births,  (i.e.  babies  weighing  5|  lbs.  or  less  at  birth, 


irrespective  of  period  of  gestation). 

Number  notified  189 

Born  at  home  ..  73 

Born  in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  116 


Of  those  born  at  home,  the  number  nursed  entirely  at  home 
was  71.  Of  those  nursed  entirely  at  home  : — 

13  died  within  24  hours. 

49  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Of  those  born  in  Nursing  Homes  : — 

8 died  within  24  hours. 

83  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  during  1948 
was  225  (128  males  and  97  females)  and  of  this  number  24  or 
10.6  per  cent  were  illegitimate.  Of  the  total  deaths,  106  occurred 
in  the  Urban  Districts  and  119  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The 
infantile  mortality,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  per 
1,000  live  births,  for  the  Administrative  County  was  28.6  compared 
with  33.8  in  1947.  In  the  Urban  Districts  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  27.1  per  cent.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  30.2  per  cent.  Table  I shows  the  number 
of  infantile  deaths  with  rates  per  1,000  births  for  each  district 
in  the  Administrative  County. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Domiciliary 

confinements 


No.  of  cases  notified  4 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  1 

No.  of  cases  nursed  at  home  3 

No.  of  cases  where  vision  was  unim- 
paired   4 

No.  of  cases  where  vision  was  impaired  — 

No.  of  cases  where  vision  was  lost  — 

No.  of  cases  where  patient  died  . . — 


Institutional 

confinements 

5 


5 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  were  recorded. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

10  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

6 of  these  occurred  in  institutions  and  4 were  domiciliary  confine- 
ments. 2 of  the  latter  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

During  1948  there  occurred  in  the  Administrative  County 

7 deaths  as  a result  of  childbirth.  This  represents  a rate  of  .89 
per  1,000  live  births. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  cases  recorded  were  : — 

1 from  Puerperal  and  post-Abort.  Sepsis. 

6 from  other  maternal  causes. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

Under  Sections  187-194  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  13 
Nursing  Homes  have  been  registered  for  16  maternity  beds  and 
103  others,  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  Homes  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  74,  prividing  170  maternity 
and  522  other  beds.  This  excludes  Torquay,  to  whom  all  functions 
under  the  above  Sections  were  delegated.  No  applications  for 
registration  were  refused. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  Nursing  Homes  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  Bye-Laws  made  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  Act  have  been  duly  observed. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

As  from  5th  July,  the  care  of  children  under  the  age  of  17  who 
have  no  parents  or  guardians  or  have  been  abandoned  or  lost  or 
whose  parents  or  guardians  are  prevented  for  the  time  being  or 
permanently  through  incapacity  or  any  other  circumstances 
from  providing  proper  accommodation,  maintenance  and  upbring- 
ing, is  dealt  with  by  the  Children’s  Officer.  The  Health  Visitors 
continue  to  visit  the  homes  and  submit  reports  on  all  cases  under 
the  Children’s  Act  and  any  homes  where  children  are  to  be  fostered. 
The  number  of  visits  by  Health  Visitors  under  this  Section  was 
1,031. 

Family  Planning  and  Birth  Control. 

The  Devon  County  Council  make  a grant  to  the  Women’s 
Welfare  Association,  which  is  a branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association.  The  number  of  cases  seen  under  the  Devon  County 
Council’s  arrangements  was  109  new  cases  and  884  continuation 
cases,  as  compared  with  115  and  764  in  1947. 


c 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 


SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN.. 


Ante-  and  Post-  Natal  Clinics. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  9 Ante-Natal  Clinics  in 
existence  in  the  County,  situated  as  follows  : — 


Rarnstaple 

Bideford 

Holsworthy 

Ilfracombe 

Newton  Abbot 

Paignton 

Plymstock 

Teignmouth 

Torrington 


113,  Boutport  Street. 

Parish  Church  Institute. 

Chapel  Schoolrooms. 

4,  Market  Street. 

Glencoe,  Courtenay  Park. 
Congregational  Church  Schoolroom. 
Secondary  Modern  School. 

St.  James’  Rooms. 

Church  House.  ' ‘ ' 


The  total  attendances  recorded 

No.  of 

Sessions.  Women 

attending. 

384  743 


during  the  year  were  : — 


No.  of 
Ante-Natal 
examinations 

3,220 


No.  of 
Post-Natal 
examinations 

427 


Ante-  and  Post-  Natal  Medical  Examinations. 


The  County  Council  make  payments  of  fees  to  General  ■; 
Practitioners  according  to  the  scales  laid  down  by  the  B.M.A. 
for  Ante-  and  Post-Natal  examinations  and  reports,  and  the!; 
total  number  of  examinations  carried  out  by  doctors  under  this'ji 
scheme  was  : — il 

* Examination.  i 

Cases  Examined . Ante-Natal.  Post-Natal. 

- 1,652  2,985  801 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Sterilised  maternity  outfits  were  provided  by  the  County 
Council  prior  to  July  5th,  1948,  at  a cost  of  7/8d.  each.  Thci 
number  supplied  from  January  1st  to  that  date  was  73.  Undeif 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  these  outfits  are  supplied  j 
free  of  charge  in  domiciliary  confinements,  and  arrangements  J 
have  been  made  throughout  the  County  for  outfits  to  be  obtainec.|j 
on  application  to  the  local  District  Nurse/Midwife.  The  numbei  ij 
is.sued  from  5th  July  to  31st  December,  1948,  was  562.  i 


Dental  Treatment. 

Provision  of  dental  treatment  to  nursing  and  expectan*’. 
mothers  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  only  change  beingi 


TABLE  V. 

M.  AND  C.W.  DENTAL  STATISTICS,  1948. 


A.X. 

Cases 

P.N. 

Cases 

Pre-School  Children 

Fillings 

Extractions 

Anaesthetics 

Other 

Treatments 

Denture 

Dressings 

Dentures 

Fitted 

No.  of  Persons 
fixed  with 
Dentures 

No.  of  Persons 
rendered 
Dental  Fit 

No.  Inspected 

No.  found  to  1 

reejuire 

Treatment  | 

No.  for  wliom 

Treatment 

commenced 

No.  of 

Attendances  j 

No.  Inspected 

No.  found 

to  require 

Treatment 

No.  for  whom  | 

Treatment 

commenced 

No.  of 

Attendances 

No.  Inspected 

No.  found 

to  require 

Treatment 

No.  for  whom 

Treatment 

commenced 

No.  of 

Attendances 

A.N.  & P.N. 

Pre-School 

A.N.  & P.N. 

O 

O 

CJ 

(/) 

0) 

u 

Oh 

1 

Local 

1 

General 

A.N.  & P.N. 

Pre-School 

1 Partial 

Full 

WTiole 

year 

153 

155 

80 

380 

328 

290 

199 

1961 

223  134  110 

, 

235 

368 

58 

2310 

140 

217 

428 

280 

62 

994 

148 

230 

238 

370 

Since 

5.7.48 

60 

56 

•26 

141 

126 

101 

67 

856 

118  54  40 

113 

129 

38 

710 

62 

80 

171 

118 

34 

534 

66 

129 

122 

146 

No.  of  Cases 

Referred  to 

Private  Dental 

No.  Actually 

Practitioners  for 

Treated. 

T reatment. 

Up  to 

34 

5.7.48. 

110 

After 

5.7.48. 

27 

4 

Total 


137 
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that  after  5th  July  both  treatment  and  the  provision  of  dentures 
became  a free  service,  whereas  prior  to  that  date  the  treatment 
was  free  but  patients  were  assessed  to  pay  according  to  their 
means  for  any  dentures  provided.  Applications  received  for 
treatment  were  530  prior  to  5th  July,  and  233  after  that  date. 

In  the  year  1945  an  amended  scheme  for  the  dental  care  of 
expectant  and  nursing  Mothers  was  adopted  by  the  M.  & C.  W. 
Committee.  The  time  of  IJ  Dental  Officers  out  of  a total  estab- 
lishment of  17  was  devoted  to  this  work.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  the  hospitals  at  Axminster,  Kingsbridge,  and  Tavistock, 
for  the  use  of  their  Out-Patient  Departments  for  dental  purposes 
and  dental  pump  chairs  were  installed.  Arrangements  were 
also  made  for  the  use  by  the  County  Dental  Officers  of  the  well- 
equipped  Dental  Department  at  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital.  A Dental  Clinic  on  the  County  Council’s  premises 
at  South  Molton  was  also  established.  These,  together  with 
the  County  Council’s  fully  equipped  permanent  Dental  Clinics 
at  Barnstaple,  Tiverton,  Newton  Abbot,  Paignton,  and  later  at 
Exmouth,  were  able  to  provide  a service  covering  the  greater 
part  of  the  county.  Where  public  transport  either  did  not  exist 
or  was  considered  unsuitable  for  those  cases  who  were  to  have 
extractions  under  a general  anaesthetic,  the  women  were  conveyed 
to  and  from  the  clinics  by  car  hirers  who  were  under  contract 
for  this  purpose.  Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  were  invited 
to  make  a voluntary  contribution  of  1/-. 

The  full  details  of  the  scheme  were  circularised  to  all  those 
concerned  with  the  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children,  that  is  to  say,  medical  practitioners  carrying  out 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  examinations.  Medical  Officers  of  Ante- 
Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Health  Visitors,  and  Midwives. 
Dental  Officers  also  paid  periodic  visits  to  centres  for  propaganda 
purposes,  and  to  inspect  and  advise  on  the  dental  condition  of 
those  mothers  and  young  children  who  were  willing  to  present 
themselves  for  this  purpose.  By  means  of  the  arrangements 
outlined  above,  the  greater  ])art  of  the  County  was  covered. 
There  were,  however,  certain  areas  in  the  County  notably  to  the 
North  and  East  of  Plymouth  and  in  the  North-west  of  the  County 
where  Dental  Clinic  facilities  could  not  be  provided.  Mothers 
referred  from  these  areas  were  therefore  given  a form  of  dental 
letter  to  take  to  any  practitioner  of  their  choice  who  was  prepared 
to  undertake  their  dental  treatment  at  the  National  Health 
Insurance  rates  then  in  force,  and  the  cost  of  treatment,  except 
where  artificial  dentures  were  provided,  was  paid  for  by  the 
County  Council.  The  scheme  met  with  considerable  success 
and  everywhere  was  expanding.  In  two  of  the  areas,  notably  at 
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the  Barnstaple  Clinic,  where  the  Dental  Officer  in  Charge  was 
Mrs.  Inder,  and  at  Newton  Abbot,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Campbell, 
the  demand  for  treatment  was  almost  embarrassingly  great  and 
was  tending  to  interfere  with  the  primary  function  of  those  two 
clinics,  that  is  to  say,  the  dental  care  of  school  children.  The 
success  of  the  scheme  in  these  two  areas  reflects  great  credit  on 
the  two  Officers  concerned.  A steady  flow  of  cases  was  also 
treated  at  Axminster,  Paignton,  and  Kingsbridge.  In  the 
Tavistock  area  the  demand  was  not  so  great.  Prior  to  the  5th 
July,  1948,  the  borough  of  Torquay  was  autonomous  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  purposes,  but  cases  referred  from  the  Ante- 
Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  were  treated 
by  the  County  Dental  Officer  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Torquay. 
No  charge  was  made  for  extractions  and  conservative  treatment, 
but  when  the  provision  of  artificial  dentures  was  necessary  a 
maximum  contribution  of  £4  when  full  upper  and  lower  dentures 
were  provided,  was  asked  from  the  patients.  A correspondingly 
reduced  scale  was  in  force  for  partial  dentures,  but  these  payments 
were  still  further  reduced  or  waived  entirely  in  cases  of  financial 
hardship. 

The  scheme  outlined  above  remained  in  force  until  5th  July, 
1948,  when  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
came  into  force.  In  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  establishment  of  Dental  Officers  committed  to  the 
work  was  raised  from  1|  to  3,  in  view  of  the  increased  responsibili- 
ties in  regard  to  propaganda,  inspection  and  treatment  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  particularly  of  young  children,  laid  upon 
Local  Health  Authorities  in  Section  22  of  the  1946  Act.  In 
September  a further  Dental  Officer  was  appointed,  the  third 
appointment  which  would  be  shared  by  the  Education  Committee 
being  held  over  until  the  second  Dental  operating  room  at  Torquay 
should  be  completed.  As  from  the  appointed  day  the  contribution 
asked  from  the  women  towards  the  cost  of  their  artificial  dentures 
was  discontinued,  and  where  transport  was  considered  necessary 
for  geographical  or  physical  reasons  this  was  provided  by  the 
County  Ambulance  Service.  Plans  for  further  clinics  to  cover 
the  whole  of  the  area  were  prepared.  Arrangements  for  the  use 
of  the  hospital  premises  were  continued  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  with  the  exception  of  Kingsbridge  where  the  County’s 
own  clinic  was  shortly  to  be  opened.  A dental  operating  room 
was  established  at  Ilfracombe  and  at  the  County’s  clinic  at  Dart- 
mouth. When  the  building  operations  are  completed  at  the 
Tyrrell  Bideford  Hospital,  it  is  hoped  that  accommodation  will 
be  available  there  for  the  County  Dental  Service.  In  that  area 
in  the  meantime  cases  are  still  referred  to  Barnstaple  Clinic 


37 


for  treatment.  In  the  Holsworthy  area  plans  have  been  prepared 
for  the  adaptation  of  an  available  suite  of  rooms  at  the  old  Public 
Assistance  Institution,  now  known  as  Dawfield  Hospital.  An 
approach  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  similar  facilities 
at  the  Institution  now  known  as  the  Castle  Hospital,  Okehampton, 
was  also  made.  It  is  expected  that  the  County’s  own  clinics  at 
Crediton,  Dawlish,  and  Plymstock  will  shortly  be  ready  for  use. 

Propaganda  visits  by  the  Dental  Officers  to  Ante-Natal 
and  Welfare  Centres  were  continued,  and  visits  were  also  paid 
to  full-time  and  part-time  Day  Nurseries.  Arrangements  for 
the  early  dental  inspection  of  women  attending  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  were  made.  It  will  be  realized  that  expectant  and  nursing 
Mothers,  and  young  children  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
population  are  entitled  to  seek  treatment  within  the  General 
Dental  Service.  There  were  thus  following  the  appointed  day 
two  agencies  whereby  free  dental  treatment  for  the  priority  classes 
was  available,  and  at  the  outset  a number  of  women  who  otherwise 
would  have  attended  the  County’s  clinics,  now  preferred  to  seek 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  a private  dental  practitioner.  This  is 
to  some  extent  reflected  in  the  figures  given  below.  Whether 
this  tendency  will  continue  remains  to  be  seen. 

Below  are  given  statistical  details  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  scheme  carried  out  by  the  County  Dental  Officers, 
together  with  the  number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  private  dental  practitioners. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. 

As  from  5th  July,  1948,  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children 
are  cared  for  by  arrangement  with  the  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Workers,  to  whom  a grant  is  made  by  the  County  Council,  who,  in 
addition,  pay  travelling  expenses  of  two  workers  engaged  on 
cases  referred  by  the  County  Medical  Department.  During  this 
period  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  was  118  and  of  these  14 
were  admitted  to  St.  Olave’s  and  1 to  Dunmore,  Bradninch,  for 
whom  the  County  Council  contributed  for  maintenance  on  a case 
basis. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  were  69  Centres  in  the  County  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
all  of  which  are  now  administered  by  the  County  Council.  The 
majority  have  Voluntary  Committees  to  assist  in  running  them, 
and  in  outlying  rural  areas  transport  is  provided  to  convey  mothers 
and  children  to  the  nearest  Centres. 
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At  the  Welfare  Centres  full  facilities  are  given  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  welfare  foods  to  mothers  attending  the  Centres,  under 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme. 

Full  details  of  the  Centres  are  given  in  the  accompanying 
Table  with  the  days  on  which  sessions  are  held. 

The  numbers  of  attendances  recorded  during  the  year  at 


the  69  Centres  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  sessions  held  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,500 

Total  attendances  by  mothers  ....  ....  ....  70,709 

Total  attendances  by  infants  under  1 year  ....  ....  51,471 

Total  attendances  by  children  aged  1/5  years  * ....  25,872 

Total  number  of  infants  on  Register  at  end  of  year  ....  3,618 

Total  number  of  children  aged  1/5  on  Register  at  end  of 

year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4,564 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Alphington 

Council  School,  Alphington 

2nd  & 4th  Wed. 

Appledore 

Baptist  Chapel,  Appledore 

Tuesdays 

Ashburton 

Grammar  School,  Ashburton  .... 

2nd  & 4th  Tues. 

Axminster 

Plaza  Cinema,  Axminster 

1st  & 3rd  Thurs. 

Bampton 

Gospel  Hall,  Bampton 

2nd  & 4th  Tues. 

Barnstaple 

113  Boutport  St.,  Barnstaple  .... 

Tues.  & Thurs. 

Bere  Alston 

Parish  Church  Hall,  Bere  Alston 

1st  & 3rd  Wed. 

Bideford 

Parish  Church  Inst.,  Bideford, 

Tues.  & Thurs. 

Bovey  Tracey 

Wickham  Hall,  Bovey  Tracey 

2nd  & 4th  Tues. 

Braunton 

Parish  Hall,  Braunton 

Thursday 

Brixham 

Brewery  House,  Fore  St.,  Brix- 

ham 

Tuesaays 

Broadclyst 

Girl  Guides  Room,  Broadclyst .... 

1st  & 3rd  Thurs. 

Buckfastleigh 

Congregational  Sch.,  Buckfast- 

* 

leigh 

2nd  & 4th  Wed. 

Buckland  Mon. 

Women’s  Inst.,  Buckland 

Monachorum 

2nd  & 4th  Wed. 

Budleigh  Salterton  .... 

Church  Inst.,  Budleigh  Salterton 

1st  & 3rd  Fri. 

Chagford 

Women’s  Inst.,  Chagford 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 

Chudleigh 

Old  School,  Chudleigh 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 

Chulmleigh 

Congregational  Rooms,  Chuhn- 

leigh 

Tues.  (not  5th) 

Colyton 

Youth  Club,  High  St.,  Colyton 

Tuesdays 

Combe  Martin 

Baptist  Lecture  Rooms,  Combe 

Martin 

2nd  & 4th  Tues. 

Crediton 

Girls  Club,  Crediton  .... 

Thursdays 

Cullompton 

Parish  Rooms,  Cullompton 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 

Dartmouth 

New  Centre,  Mayors  Ave.,  Dart- 

mouth 

Thursdays 

Dawlish 

The  Knowle,  Dawlish 

Weds. 

Exmouth 

St.  Clements,  Exmouth 

Wednesdays. 

Hartland 

Women’s  Inst.,  Hartland 

2nd  & 4th  Fri. 

Hatherleigh 

Manor  Hall,  Hatherleigh 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 

Holsworthy 

Chapel  Sch.  Rooms,  Holsworthy 

Wednesdays. 

Honiton 

Wesley  Hall,  New  St.,  Honiton 

Alternate  Wed. 
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Ilfracombe 

Ipplepen 

Ivybridge 

Kenton 

Kingsbridge 

Kingskerswell 

Kingsteignton 

Lee  Mill 

Lympstonc 

Lynton 

Moretonhampstcad 

Newton  Abbot 
Okehampton 
Ottery  St.  Mary 

Paignton 

Plympton 

Preston 

Princetown 

Plymstock 

Salcombe 

Seaton 

Sidford 

Sidmouth 

South  Molton 

South  Brent 

Tavistock 

Teignmouth 

Tamerton 

Tiverton 

Topsham 

Torquay 

Torquay 

Torquay 

Torquay 

Torrington 

Totnes 

Whimple 
Witherbridge 
Woollacombe 
Y ealmpton 


4 Market  St.,  Ilfracombe 
Church  Room,  Ipplepen 
The  White  House,  Ivybridge 
School  Rooms,  Kenton 
Methodist  School,  Kingsbridge 
The  Institute,  Kingskerswell  .... 
British  Legion  Hall,  Kingsteign- 
ton 

Community  Centre,  Lee  Mill  .... 
The  Cottage,  Lympstone 
Methodist  Hall,  Lynton 
Cross  Tree  House,  Moretonhamp- 
stead 

2 1 Courtenay  Pk.,  Newton  Abbot 
Methodist  Rooms,  Okehampton 
Parish  Church  Hall,  Ottery  St. 
Mary 

Congregational  School  Rooms, 
Paignton 

Congregational  Sch.,  Plympton 
Baptist  Hall,  Preston 
Lady’s  Club,  Princetown 
Pomphlett  Meth.  Room,  Plym- 
stock 

Cliff  House,  Salcombe 
Women’s  Institute,  Seaton 
Reading  Room,  Church  Street, 
Sidford  .... 

Woolacombe  House,  Sidmouth 
00  East  St.,  South  Molton 
Masonic  Hall,  South  Brent 
Parish  Church  Hall,  Tavistock 
St.  James  Rooms,  Teignmouth 
Church  Hall,  Tamerton 
St.  Andrew’s  St.,  Tiverton 
Memorial  Hall,  Topsham 
Methodist  Church  Sch.,  Market 
Street,  Torquay  .... 

Barton  School  Clinic,  Tonjuay 
Belgrave  Con.  Ch.,  Tor  Hill  Rd., 
Torquay  .... 

Furroughs  Con.  Church,  Babba- 
combe 

Church  House,  Torrington 
Congregational  School  Room, 
Totnes  

The  Shack,  Slewton,  Whimple 
Wisteria,  Witherbridge 
Methodist  Hall,  Woollacombe.  .. 
Chapel  Rooms,  Yelverton 


Fridays 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 
2nd  & 4th  Thurs 
1st  & 3rd  Tues. 
Wednesday 
2nd  & 4th  Tues. 


2nd  & 4th  PTdday 
2nd  & 4th  Mon. 
Wednesdays. 

1st  & 3rd  Wed. 

1st  & 3rd  Wed. 
Wed.  & Thurs. 
Thursday 

Thursday 

Mon.  & Tues. 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
2nd  & 4th  Wed. 

Thursday 

1st  & 3rd  Wed. 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs. 

1st  & 3rd  Thurs. 

Tues.  & Fri. 

Thursday 

1st  & 3rd  Tues. 

Friday 

Monday 

1st  & 3rd  Wed. 

Wednesday 

1st  & 2nd  Thurs. 

T uesday 
Wednesday 

Friday 

Thursday 
1st  & 3rd  Thurs. 
1st,  3rd  & 5th 
Monday 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs. 
1st  & 3rd  Wed. 
2nd  & 4th  Wed. 
2nd  & 4th  Tues. 


40 


Day  Nurseries. 

During  the  year  four  whole-time  and  six  part-time  Nurseries 
were  maintained  by  the  Council,  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Whole-Time. 
No.  of 

A verage 

places. 

places. 

daily 

0/2  years. 

2/5  years. 

attendance 

Oakleigh  Road, 

Barnstaple 

15 

25 

36 

Kingsley  Road, 

Bideford 

6 

24 

23 

Exeleigh  House, 

Tiverton 

15 

27 

32 

Borough  Park, 

Totnes  .... 

15 

25 

29 

No.  of 

Part-Time. 
No.  of 

A verage 

places 

places 

daily 

0/2  years 

2/5  years. 

attendance 

Methodist  School, 

Bridge  St.,  Bideford 

— 

30 

21 

The  Rock,  Ridge  Hill, 

Dartmouth 

— 

40 

29 

59,  Rolle  Road, 

Exmouth 

— 

50 

46 

10,  Exford  Park, 
Ilfracombe 

— 

50 

33 

The  Hut,  St.  Paul’s 

Churchyard, 

Newton  Abbot 

— 

40 

39 

129,  Torquay  Road, 

Paignton 

40 

31 

The  number  of  children  on  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  49  aged  0/2  years  and  327  aged  2/5,  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  was  42  and  266  respectively. 


Toddlers’  Clinics. 

There  is  one  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  present  functioning  in  the 
County.  This  is  at  Dawlish  and  was  opened  in  July,  1948.  It 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  is  doing  excellent 
work. 
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SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY. 

Under  this  Section  the  Devon  County  Council  took  over  the 
Midwives  and  District  Nurses  previously  employed  by  the  Devon- 
shire Nursing  Association  and  other  non-af filiated  associations 
in  the  County.  The  total  staff  fully  employed  by  the  County 
Council  on  midwifery  and  home  nursing  was  as  follows  : — 

1 County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

1 Deputy  County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

1 Assistant  Nursing  Superintendent. 

1 County  Staff  Sister. 

150  full-time  joint  midwives  and  district  nurses. 

9 district  nurses. 

The  figures  shown  are  for  the  period  from  5th  July  to  31st 
December. 


Inspection  of  Midwives. 

120  nurses  and  126  midwives  were  inspected,  in  addition  to 
making  158  visits  and  136  attendances  at  meetings  and  interviews 
and  doing  95  days  relief  duty. 

\ 

Midwifery. 

For  details  of  the  work  carried  out  see  paragraph  headed 
Midwives  Acts,  1902-1936. 


Analgesics. 

The  total  number  of  Midwives  in  the  County  qualified  to 
administer  analgesics  was  129,  and  since  5th  July  analgesics  were 
administered  in  197  domiciliary  cases.  The  number  of  County 
Midwives  qualified  to  administer  analgesics  was  78  and  69  sets  of 
apparatus  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Midwives  Acts  1902-1936. 

Under  the  Midwives  Acts  the  number  of  maternity  cases 
attended  from  hth  July  to  3 1st  December  by  midwives  in  the 
County  was  : — 


• 

Donnciliarv 

Cases  in 

• 

Cases. 

Institutions. 

Total. 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

Mid- 

Mat’y 

Mid- 

Mat'y 

Mid- 

Mat’y 

wives. 

Nurses 

ivives. 

Nurses 

wives. 

Nurses 

Michvives  employed  b}' 
Local  Authority 

1,020 

.541 

1,020 

541 

Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Management 
Committees 

586 

363 

586 

363 

Midwives  in  private  prac- 
tice 

77 

254 

03 

232 

170 

486 

Mid  wives  employed  other  - 
wise  by  \A4imtary  As- 
sociations .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

1,008 

795 

670 

505 

1,777 

1,390 

Notifications  of  intention  to  practice. 

During  the  year  the  following  notifications  of  intention  to 


practice  were  received  : — 

Devon  County  Midwives  196 

Hospital  and  Institutional  Midwives  89 

Private  Midwives  43 

Total  328 


Motor  Conveyance. 

128  midwives  are  supplied  with  cars  and  3 with  autocycles. 

Equipment. 

All  Midwives  in  the  County  are  supplied  with  midwifery 
bags  (2)  and  a general  nursing  bag,  and  in  addition  some  of  the 
nurses  have  a loan  cupboard  to  supply  patients  with  all  the 
necessary  equipment  for  home  nursing. 

Notifications  under  C.M.B.  Rules. 

During  the  whole  year  the  following  notifications  were 
received  ; — 
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Death 

24 

Stillbirth 

17 

Artificial  Feeding 

301 

Laying  out  of  a dead  body 

29 

Requesting  medical  aid 

1,031 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection 

37 

Fees  paid  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

During  tlie  year  H27  claims  were  received  from  ])ractitioners 
for  services  rendered  under  the  Emergency  Medical  Service  of 
the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 


Provision  for  Maternity  Care. 

institutional  Accommodation. 


Prior  to  5th  July,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  institu- 
tional accommodation  of  women  who  were  found  to  have  an 
abnormal  condition,  having  unsuitable  accommodation  for  confine- 
ment at  home,  suffering  from  puerperal  fever  or  pyrexia  or  suffer- 
ing from  venereal  disease.  From  1st  January  to  5th  July  the 
numbers  of  cases  treated  in  institutions  were  as  follows  : — 


Bicclescombe  Park  Maternity  Home,  Ilfracombe 

Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital 

North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple 

Tiverton  and  District  Hospital 

Winsford  Cottage  Hospital,  Beaworthy 

The  City  Hospital,  Plymouth 

Torbay  Hospital,  Torquay 

Grenville  Nursing  Home,  Bideford 

Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital 

Paignton  Hospital 

South  Molton  Hospital 

Flete  Maternity  Home,  IHmington 

Poltimore  Nursing  Home,  Poltimore 

The  Grove  Maternity  Home,  Sidmouth 

St.  Clave’s  Home,  Exeter 

Victoria  Cottage  Hospital,  Sidmouth 

Taunton  Hospital 

Dunmore  Home,  Bradninch 

St.  Mary’s  Home,  Exeter 

Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,^  Plymouth 

St.  Thomas  Public  Assistance  Institution 

Honiton  Public  Assistance  Institution 

Totnes  Public  Assistance  Institution  


127 

96 

■14 

15 

3 
52 
15 
21 

2 

2 

4 
84 
69 
34 

•1 

2 

5 


2 


38 

26 

106 


d'criAL 


753 
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From  5th  July  to  31st  December,  640  cases  were  booked  for 
admission  to  hospitals  and  maternity  homes  under  this  arrange- 
ment. 

Consultant  Services. 

On  5th  July  this  service  was  also  taken  over  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  who  make  arrangements  for  consultants  to  see 
patients  at  hospitals,  maternity  homes  and  in  their  own  homes, 
at  the  request  of  the  medical  practitioner.  The  services  of  a 
Consultant  may  be  obtained  by  any  general  medical  practitioner 
applying  direct  to  the  nearest  hospital. 


SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING. 

Prior  to  the  5th  July,  there  were  35  Health  Visitors  on  the 
County  staff  and  4 employed  by  the  Torquay  Borough  Council. 
These  were  subsequently  taken  over  on  the  appointed  day,  when 
Torquay  ceased  to  be  a Welfare  Authority,  and  the  establishment 
was  increased  to  42.  The  number  of  Health  Visitors  on  the  County 
staff  at  December  31st  was  40,  and  the  County  is  divided  so  that 
each  Health  Visitor  has  her  own  area.  They  provide  their  own 
cars  and  receive  the  County  Council  allowance  for  travelling.  In 
addition  to  their  duties  as  Health  Visitors  they  are  employed 
as  School  Nurses,  the  proportion  of  time  allocated  being  70% 
health  visiting  and  30%  school  nursing.  The  Health  -Visitor, 
in  addition  to  home  visiting,  acts  as  tuberculosis  visitor.  Prior 
to  the  5th  July  the  Health  Visitors  acted  as  child  life  protection 
visitors,  and  they  still  undertake  certain  duties  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  homes  at  the  request  of  the  Children’s  Officer. 

A summary  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors 
during  1948  is  as  follows  : — 


Expectant  mothers 

1st.  visits  ... 

2,145 

) ) yy 

re-visits 

..  3,827 

Children  under  1 year 

1st.  visits  . 

..  7,559 

yy  yy  yy 

re-visits 

..  24,759 

Children  1-5  years 

1st.  visits  ... 

..  3,652 

yy  yy 

re-visits 

. 27,801 

Other  classes 

Total  visits 

2,485 
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Post  Graduate  Courses. 

During  the  year  6 Health  Visitors  attended  the  Post  Graduate 
Course  held  at  Oxford  under  the  Devon  County  Council  training 
arrangements. 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  health  authority  to  provide  nurses 
to  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes,  for 
example,  for  infectious  cases  in  certain  circumstances. 

Home  nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nurses,  formerly 
employed  by  the  Nursing  Associations,  who  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Home  Nurses  during  the  period 
5th  July  to  31st  December  was  146,445  and  the  number  of  cases 
attended  was  7,995. 


SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE. 

Under  this  Section,  local  health  authorities  may,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Minister,  make  arrangements  for  the  prevention 
of  illness,  and  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  sick  or  mentally 
defective  persons,  and  are  required  to  make  arrangements  to 
such  extent  as  the  Minister  directs.  At  present,  the  Minister 
has  only  issued  directions  that  arrangements  be  made  by  local 
health  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  tuberculosis 
and  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis. Local  health  authorities  are  also  required  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  making  arrangements  under  Section  28  with  regard 
to  persons  suffering  from  any  other  kind  of  illness. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  tuber- 
culous persons  to  be  undertaken  by  Specialists  at  the  Chest 
Clinics  (whose  services  are  now  shared  by  the  Local  Health  Auth- 
ority and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board),  the  Health  Visitors  and 
Occupational  Therapists. 

Details  of  the  work  undertaken  under  this  Section  are  given 
earlier  in  the  report  under  “ Tuberculosis.” 
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SECTION  29  DOMESTIC  HELP.  (Home  Help  Service). 

Uiuler  this  Section  of  tlie  Act  the  County  Council  is  given 
authority  to  provide  domestic  help  for  “ households  where  such 
help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill, 
lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged  or  a child 
not  over  compulsory  school  age  within  the, meaning  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  1944,”  and  ” may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister, 
recover  from  persons  availing  themselves  of  the  domestic  help 
so  provided  such  charges  (if  any)  as  the  Authority  consider 
reasonable,  having  regard  to  the  means  of  those  persons.”  Prior 
to  July  oth.  the  County  Council  had  a scheme  to  assist  cases  of 
domiciliary  confinement,  and  Torquay,  being  its  own  Welfare 
Authority,  ran  its  own  Home  Help  Service.  On  July  5th.  the 
4'orquay  Scheme  was  taken  over  and  arrangements  made  with 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  to  provide  a Home  Help  Service 
for  the  whole  of  the  County.  A start  was  made  in  this  direction 
in  Totnes  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in  November  and  the  scheme 
was  also  commenced  in  Brixham  a month  later.  The  remainder 
of  the  County  area  is  covered  by  application  direct  to  the  Medical 
Department  and  referred  to  the  Health  Visitors  for  supervision. 

On  the  31st.  December  8 full-time  and  7 part-time  Home 
Helps  were  regularly  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and  all 
other  Home  Helps  were  engaged  on  a case  basis. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  have  been  dealt  with  : — 

Maternity . Other.  Total. 

Areas  operated  by  W.V.S.  • ....  — -0  20 

All  other  areas  ....  ....  2()()  To  341 

Totals  ...  266  95  361 


SECTION  26  VACCINATION  AND  IMIVIUNISATION. 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Vaccination  Acts  which 
made  vaccination  compulsory  ceased  to  operate,  but  the  provision 
of  vaccination  facilities  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 
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During  the  first  period  of  the  year  prior  to  the  inception 
of  the  National  Healtli  Service  Act  when  vaccination  was  com- 
pulsory, a total  of  1,851  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  were 
carried  out.  Since  the  5th  July  the  vaccinations  undertaken 


are  as  set  out  below  : — 

Under 

Over 

1 year 

1 year 

Undertaken  by  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers 

108 

10 

Undertaken  bj^  General 
Practitioners  .... 

877 

1 64 

Re- 

vaccination 


V = 1,484 


324 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  immunisation 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


The  numbers  of  children  dealt  with  under  the  Health  Com- 


mittee’s scheme  from  5th  July  to  31st  December  1948  were  as 
follows  : — 


Undertaken  by  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers 

Undertaken  by  General 
Practitioners  .... 


Primary. 

-A 1_ 


Pre-School 

School 

Reinforcing 

Children. 

Children. 

Injections. 

"V 

1,11“) 

1 1") 

027 

> 

1,264 

04  * 

103  ' 

J 

3,618 


SECTION  27  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Organisation. 

All  the  Medical  Transport  Services  in  the  Administrative 
County  have  been  operated  since  5th  July,  1948,  under  arrange- 
ments made  in  accordance  with  Section  27  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  This  Section  permitted  the  County  Council — 
as  Local  Health  Authority — either  to  oj^erate  these  Services 
them.selves  or  to  employ  voluntary  organisations  and  ‘ other 
persons  ’ as  their  Agents. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  this  “ Agency  ” concession.  Of 
the  31  Ambulance  Stations  26  are  operated  by  St.  John  and  Red 
Cross  on  behalf  of  the  Council  ; the  Hospital  Car  Service — 
organised  by  S.J.A.B.,  B.R.C.S.,  and  W.V.S.  and  employing 
some  350  volunteer  drivers — is  also  working  under  an  “ Agency  ” 
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agreement  ; in  addition,  arrangements  have  been  made  with, 
and  full  use  is  made  of  the  British  Railways  for  carrying  patients — 
of  all  kinds — over  long  distances. 

Ambulances. 

All  told  there  are  now  some  56  Ambulances  in  operation 
in  this  County  ; of  these  44  are  owned  and  operated  by  the 
voluntary  organisations  ; 10  belong  to  the  County  (five  more 
have  been  ordered)  ; 2,  for  infectious  diseases  only,  are  used  to 
cover  a part  of  the  County  and  are  operated  by  the  2 County 
Boroughs  of  Exeter  and  Plymouth. 

Ambulance  Personnel. 

In  addition  to  the  large  numbers  of  qualified  “ first  aid  " 
personnel,  to  whom  a call-out  fee  is  payable  when  called  out, 
the  voluntary  organisations  employ  31  full-time  drivers  and 
attendants.  There  are  also  75  men  and  women  in  receipt  of  an 
annual  retaining  fee.  A subsistence  allowance  at  the  recognised 
scales  is  also  payable  in  certain  circumstances. 

Ambulances  operated  by  the  County  Fire  Service. 

The  five  Stations  operated  directly  by  the  County  Fire  Service 
for  the  County  Council  were  those  which  St.  John  and  Red  Cross 
were  unable  to  take  over  on  the  appointed  day. 

Hospital  Car  Service. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  divided  into  10  areas,  each  with 
its  Area  Transport  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Organiser.  The  drivers,  who  loan  their  services  and  cars,  receive 
a mileage  allowance  of  6d.  together  with  a subsistence  allowance, 
when  earned.  The  use  of  this  service  has  increased  very  consider- 
ably— nearly  five-fold  since  last  July — and  is  steadily  increasing. 

Hired  Cars. 

Owing  to  various  limitations  imposed  on  the  use  of  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  it  has  been  necessary  to  augment  that  service 
by  hiring  cars,  the  administration  for  which  is  undertaken  by 
the  Ambulance  Stations. 

Railways. 

Considerable  and  increasing  use  is  made  for  the  transporting 
of  patients,  over  long  distances,  by  rail  and  full  co-operation  is 
given  by  both  Regions  of  the  British  Railways. 
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Mileage. 

Between  5th  July  and  31st  December,  1948,  the  mileage 


of  all  transport  has  been  : — 

Ambulances  135,000 

H.C.S.  218,000 

Hired  Cars  17,000 


In  addition  73  people  were  carried  by  rail — an  average  of 
12  a month,  although  24  were  carried  in  December. 

General  Trend. 

The  Medical  Transport  Service  as  a whole  would  seem  to 
be  operating  satisfactorily — if  the  absence  of  complaints  be  taken 
as  a criterion.  Although  the  increase  in  the  use  of  Ambulances 
appears  to  have  stopped,  this  is  certainly  not  the  case  of  sitting- 
case  cars. 


SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

This  year  has  seen  a very  big  upheaval  in  Mental  Health 
work.  The  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  have  been  altered 
materially  ; reduced  by  having  to  give  up  their  hospital  beds 
and  increased  in  their  scope  and  control  of  community  care.  It 
is  with  some  regret  that  the  old  Mental  Deficiency  Committee 
has  now  ceased  to  exist  and  I think  that  the  County  of  Devon 
owes  to  them  a debt  for  the  progressive  work  which  was  done 
in  collaboration  with  the  Devon  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental 
Welfare. 

The  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  concerning  mental  health  are  : — 

“ Mental  Treatment.  The  appointment  of  officers  duly 
authorised  to  take  initial  proceedings  in  providing  care 
and  treatment  for  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness 
(Sections  14,  15,  16,  20  Lunacy  Act,  1890  and  Sections 
5 (2)  and  17  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930  as  amend- 
ed by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946). 
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IVIontal  Deficiency.  The  duty  of  ascertaining  what  persons 
in  the  area  are  defectives  ; providing  suitable  super- 
vision or  taking  steps  to  secure  that  the  defectives  are 
placed  under  institutional  care  or  guardianship  ; and 
securing  training  or  occupation  for  those  not  in  institu- 
tions. (Sections  30  (a),  (b),  (c)  and  (d),  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  1913-1938). 

Generally*  The  power  and,  to  the  extent  that  the  Minister 
directs,  the  duty  to  make  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness 
or  defectiveness.  (Section  28,  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946)." 

To  implement  this  work,  the  Devon  Voluntary  Association 
was  taken  over  ; in  addition  9 Social  Workers  were  appointed 
including  6 Relieving  Officers.  Arrangements  were  also  made 
for  a number  of  ex-Relieving  Officers  who  were  remaining  in 
the  County  and  fulfilling  other  duties  such  as  Registrars  of  Births, 
Deaths  and  Marriages,  or  Welfare  Officers,  to  act  as  Authorised 
Officers  in  their  districts ; it  was  found  however,  that  their  other 
duties  prevented  them  from  being  of  service  to  this  Department 
and  this  arrangement  has  been  discontinued. 

Miss  MacMichael  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Devon  Voluntary 
Association  has  been  made  the  Senior  Social  Worker  with  the 
special  duty  of  superintending  all  the  social  work  with  mental 
defectives  in  the  community.  The  mental  after-care  work,  that 
is  for  mental  cases  other  than  mental  defectives,  was  to  be  super- 
intended by  another  Senior  Social  Worker  ; it  has  so  far  been 
impossible  to  get  on  with  this  part  of  the  work  owing  to  the  delay 
in  obtaining  the  Committee’s  approval  to  make  this  appointment. 

The  Staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Section  consists  ' 
of  2 Psychiatrists,  1 Psychologist,  1 Senior  Social  Worker,  11 
Social  Workers  in  Mental  Health  (who  are  also  Authorised  Officers) 

2 Occupation  Centre  Supervisors,  2 Home  Teachers.  This 
staff  also  carries  out  the  necessary  duties  for  the  Education 
Committee.  There  are  no  joint  user  arrangements  with  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  no  duties  delegated  to  any 
Voluntary  Association  as  all  the  statutory  and  other  work  is 
being  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  staff.  The  head  office  of  the 
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Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Medical  Department  has  been 
temporarily  housed  at  Felixwell,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter  ; owing  to 
its  distance  from  the  rest  of  the  Medical  Department  this  has 
been  found  to  be  very  inconvenient. 

The  Mental  Hospitals  have  not  utilised  the  services  provided 
by  the  Social  Workers  for  cases  “ on  trial  ” in  the  community, 
although  they  are  available  to  do  so.  A member  of  the  Staff 
continues  to  attend  an  outpatient  clinic  where  ex-Mental  Hospital 
cases  are  seen  by  the  Mental  Hospital  Staff.  Cases  on  licence 
from  the  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  have  hitherto  been 
looked  after  by  the  County  Council’s  staff  but  the  Royal  Western 
Counties  Institution  has  now  decided  to  do  this  work  themselves. 
In  order  to  enable  them  to  do  so  without  causing  hardship  to 
the  patients,  as  they  have  neither  staff  nor  experience  in  this 
work,  Mrs.  Viner,  who  has  had  12  years  experience  in  this  County 
has  agreed  to  go  over  to  the  Institution  Staff  to  carry  on  the 
work  from  there.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  training 
of  Social  Workers,  including  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
University  College  of  the  South  West  for  a part  time  course 
for  the  Diploma  in  Social  Science,  and  it  is  expected  that  new 
Trainee  Social  Workers  will  be  taken  on  the  staff  in  the  coming 
year. 

To  implement  the  work  the  Health  Committee  has  appointed 
a Mental  Health  vSub-Committee  to  replace  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Committee,  consisting  of  12  members  of  the  ('ounty  Health  Com- 
mittee being  members  of  the  County  Council,  3 Persons  nominated 
by  the  Devon  Voluntary  Association  and  4 members  by  the 
County  Health  Committee  being  members  of  the  Area  Health 
Committee  and  representing  Local  Authorities.  If  there  is 
sufficient  business  this  Sub-Committee  meets  on  2 occasions 
in  each  Quarter.  The  County  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  to 
this  Committee  for  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Health 
Service. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  turned 
down  the  Council’s  proposal  for  a Vocational  d'raining  Residential 
establishment  for  borderline  and  convalescent  cases.  No  clear 
reason  for  their  action  has  been  given,  and  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand because  the  training  and  rehabilitation  of  such  cases  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

On  the  5th  July,  the  Local  Authority  handed  over  their 
Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  chief  effect  of  this  on  the  work  of  the  Council  so  far  has  been 
that  the  admission  of  urgent  cases  into  these  Institutions  has 
become  more  difficult, 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS. 


The  following  information  indicates  the  manner  in  which 
patients  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts 
during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  cases  placed  under  Order  of  Justices 
Number  of  cases  discharged  from  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
Number  of  deaths  .... 

Notifications  by  Education  Committee  : — 

Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act  1944 
Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act  1944 
On  the  31st  December,  1948,  the  number  of  cases  under 
Order  including  Guardianship  cases  amounted  to  (500 
males,  479  females) 

Number  of  patients  transferred  from  one  Institution  to 
another  .... 

Number  of  patients  who  absconded 

Number  of  patients  discharged  on  leave  of  absence  during 
year 

Number  of  patients  on  leave  of  absence  at  31.12.48  (86 
males,  92  females) 

Patients  whose  leave  of  absence  was  revoked 
Permissive  Powers  (Section  30  M.D.  Act.  Sub  Section  (c)  ) 
Varying  Orders 

Discharged  from  Exminster  Hospital  to  Mental  Deficiency 
Institutions 

Number  of  patients  in  respect  of  whom  “ Place  of  Safety  ” 
Certificates  were  issued 

Number  of  patients  in  respect  of  whom  “ Place  of  Safety  ” 
Certificates  were  withdrawn 
Number  of  patients  awaiting  vacancies  in  Institutions 
Number  of  patients  placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  .... 
On  31st  December  1948  the  total  number  of  patients  under 
Statutory  Supervision  amounted  to  .... 

On  31st  December  1948  the  total  number  of  patients  under 
Voluntary  Supervision  amounted  to(58  males,  81  females)- 
Number  of  cases  attending  Occupation  Centres  : 

Torquay  ....  ....  ....  12 

Barnstaple  ....  ....  ....  6 

Number  of  pupils  visited  by  Home  Teachers 
Total  number  of  lessons  and  visits  by  Home  Teachers 


41 

21 

9 

29 

7 


979 

23 

14 

56 

178 

23 

2 

3 

3 
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15 

100 

29 

160 

139 


119 

1,461 


LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS.  ' 

The  following  information  indicates  the  manner  in  which  I: 
patients  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  .ib 
Treatment  Acts,  during  the  year  from  5th  July,  1948,  to  31st  P. 
December,  1948  : — 

Certified  Cases  (Section  16 — Lunacy  Act,  1890)  ....  ....  138 

Voluntary  Cases  (Section  1 — Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930)  60 

Temporary  Cases  (Section  5 — Mental  Treatment  Act  1930)  13 

Totals  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  ....  ....  211 
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Patients  returned  from  leave  of  absence  ....  ....  08 

Returned  from  absence  without  leave  ....  ....  ....  3 

Returned  from  “ on  trial  ” ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Regraded  from  Certified  to  Voluntary  ....  ....  1 

Regraded  from  Temporary  to  Voluntary  ....  ....  1 

Regraded  from  Private  Class  to  Health  Service  ...  1 

Transferred  to  Private  Class  ....  ....  ....  ....  I 

Temporary  case  certified  in  the  hospital  ....  ....  1 

Discharged  : Absolutely  ....  ....  ....  ....  130 

,,  On  trial  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 

,,  On  leave  of  absence  ....  ....  ....  78 

,,  “ On  trial  ” during  leave  of  absence  ....  1 

Transferred  to  other  Institutions  ....  ....  ....  8 

Died  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  50 

Absent  without  leave  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Total  discharged  (Males  128,  females  183)  ....  ....  311 

After  Care.  Number  of  cases  seen,  after  discharge 

from  the  Mental  Hospitals  by  the  Social 
Workers  during  period  5th  July  to  31st 
December,  1948  ....  ....  ....  110 

Number  of  other  cases  seen  m the  com 
munity  not  admitted  to  Hospital  and 
no  statutory  action  taken.  (October 
1st  to  31st  December)  ....  ....  318 


Districts  from  which 

Patients 

WERE  ADMITTED 

Axminster 

7 

Crediton 

....  3 

Honiton 

6 

St.  Thomas 

....  19 

— Total 

35 

Brixham 

7 

Paignton 

....  15 

Totnes 

4 

— Total 

26 

Barnstaple 

....  14 

Ilfracombe 

....  12 

South  Molton 

5 

Tiverton 

....  10 

— Total 

41 

Bideford 

{) 

Holsworthy 

....  6 

Okehampton 

0 

Torrington 

1 

— Total 

19 

Plympton 

7 

Tavistock 

....  13 

Dartmouth 

4 

Kingsbridge 

5 

— 

— Total 

29 

Newton  Abbot 

....  33 

— Total 

33 

Torquay 

....  28 

— Total 

28 

Total  21 1 
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Attendances  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  during  the 

year  : — 

New 

A ttendances 

Cases 

for  re-exam. 

seen. 

and  treatment 

Barnstaple  Clinic 

93 

171 

Torquay  Clinic 

174 

618 

Exeter  Clinic 

33 

,231 

Totals  .... 

300 

1,020 

Cases  under  care  and  treatment  in  three  hostels  for  Mal- 


adjusted children  on  31 . 1 2.48  ....  ....  ....  32 

Admissions  to  Hostels  : — 

Crichel  ....  ....  ....  ...  8 

Morton  Crescent  ....  ....  ....  7 

Crown  well  ....  ...  ....  ....  7 

Number  of  Cases  examined  in  the  Remand  Homes  ....  110 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

REGULATIONS,  1945. 

During  the  year,  the  following  Ascertainment  examinations 
and  recommendations  have  been  sent  to  the  Chief  Education 


Officer,  on  Form  SH/MH/97  — 

Educationally  Subnormal  ....  • ....  ....  ....  204 

Maladjusted  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  73 

Number  of  cases  recommended  to  the  Education  Committee 
for  Report  to  the  Local  Authority  : — 

Under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  37 

Under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  15 

Cases  actually  reported  by  Education  Committee  to  the 
Local  Authority  : — 

Under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  29 

Under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  7 


WATER  AND  HOUSING,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  MILK. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  County  Sanitary  Officers  - 


Rivers  Pollution  and  Water  Supplies. 

Visits  of  inspection  ....  ...  ....  ....  185 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints  ....  ....  ..  . 102 

Samples  of  river  water  ....  ....  ....  ..  39 

Water  samples  (Bacteriological  and  Chemical)  ....  ....  56 

Surveys  of  water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  ..  101 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

“ Accredited  ” — Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  new  ap- 
plicants ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  420 

Ke-inspections  of  approved  producers  ....  ....  ....  0J2 

Inspections  re  Bottling  Licences  ....  ....  ..  . 26 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” — Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  new 

applicants  ....  ....  ..••  • •.  615 

Ke-inspection  of  approved  producers  ....  ....  ....  100 

Inspections  re  Bottling  Licences  ....  ....  ...  112 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme — Inspection  of  Premises  ....  142 

Visits  to  ‘ Ordinary  ’ herds  for  Mastitis  and  Undulant  Fever  32 

Samples  of  Milk  ....  ....  ....  . ..  ....  20 

Milk  Depots  and  Factories. 

Ahsits  and  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Washings  of  churns  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  44 

Washings  of  bottles  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  120 

Number  of  Pasteurized  Milk  Samples  ....  ..  . 22 


General. 

Visits  to  Schools  ..  . ....  ....  ....  ....  44 

Consultations  with  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  etc.  ....  853 

Investigations  of  complaints  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 


Summary  of  work  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  milk 
supplies  : — 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948,  8,927  Veterinary 
inspections  were  carried  out  by  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  animals  examined  and  the  number  found  to  have  indurated 
udders  or  to  be  giving  milk  unfit  for  human  consumption  for 
reasons  other  than  Tuberculosis  : — 


Designation 
, 1 

Wit/i 

Milk  Unfit 

Suffering 

Number 

indurated 

for  human 

from 

Udders. 

consump- 

^Iastitis. 

tion. 

Examined 

66,218 

48 

138 

97 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

40,069 

18 

46 

35 

Accredited 

26,149 

40 

92 

62 

In  addition  to  the  above  examinations,  the  Divisional  Veter- 
inary Officer’s  return  to  me  shows  that  74,852  cattle  in  ordinary 
herds  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
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Examination  of  the  milk  from  abnormal  udders  has  shewn 
that  38  out  of  the  total  number  of  animals  examined  were  giving 
tuberculous  milk.  The  cows  giving  tuberculous  milk  have  been 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  while  steps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  milk  from  other  cows,  returned  as  unfit, 
from  reaching  the  public. 


Milk. 

{Special  Designations) 
Orders  Regulations. 

New 

Applica- 

tions 

Approved 

No.  in 
force  at 
end  of 
year 

No.  of 
Samples 
sub- 
mitted 

No.  of 
Samples 
failed. 

Per- 

cent- 

age. 

Accredited  Licences 

87 

757 

3,958 

1,586 

40% 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

175 

604 

3,275 

1,017 

31% 

Totals  ... 

262 

1,361 

7,233 

2,603 

35.9% 

Summary  of  Cancelled,  Suspended  or  Transferred  Licences 


A ccredited  T.  T. 

Cancelled  by  Committee  ....  ....  ....  3 1 

Licences  relinquished  ....  ....  ....  25  26 

Transferred  from  Accredited  to  T.T.  ....  46  — 

Transferred  from  T.T.  to  Accredited  ....  — 2 


Milk  in  Schools  Schemes. 

During  the  3^ear  the  herds  of  producers  supplying  milk  under 
this  scheme  have  been  examined  quarterly,  and  samples  of  milk 
submitted  from  any  suspicious  cows. 

777  samples  of  milk  from  these  producers  have  been  taken 
for  cleanliness,  and  of  these,  297  have  failed  to  reach  the  required 
standard — this  number  also  includes  repeat  failed  samples. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Particulars  are  given  in  Tables  A and  B of  the  sampling 
carried  out  during  1948,  under  the  above  Act. 

Most  of  the  cases  taken  to  Court  have  concerned  milk,  but 
as  will  be  seen  from  Table  A the  samples  have  covered  a very 
wide  range  of  foods  and  drugs. 

The  seven  Sampling  Officers  continue  to  discharge  their 
duties  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  have  been  found  to  show 
unusual  ingenuity  in  obtaining  some  of  the  specimens.  Their 
work  is  by  no  means  congenial,  but  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that 
not  one  complaint  has  been  received  against  the  way  in  which 
the  Sampling  Officers  have  carried  out  their  duties. 
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Cases  of  infestation  with  meal  mites  continue  to  be  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst,  generally  in  pudding  powders  or  cereals. 
The  Local  Sanitary  Authority  is  asked  to  deal  with  such  cases 
and  particular  attention  is  paid  by  their  Officers  to  the  methods 
h adopted  for  the  storage  of  foodstuffs  which  have  become  affected. 

From  time  to  time  cases  arise  where  “ Appeal  to  the  Herd  " 
••  specimens  of  milk  are  as  low  as  (and  sometimes  lower  than)  the 
^ original  samples.  It  is  our  normal  practice  in  such  cases  to  refer 
: '■  the  details  to  the  Technical  Department  of  the  Devon  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  whose  Officers  are  always  ready  to  discuss 
^ ' the  problem  with  the  farmer  or  dairyman  concerned.  Often 
. irregularity  of  milking  and  unsuitable  or  irregular  feeding  appear 
to  cause  a reduction  in  the  non-fatty  solids  content  of  milk.  A 
i sudden  change  of  diet  may  also  have  a bearing  on  this  matter. 

Cases  of  deficiency  of  milk  fat  are  often  traced  to  improper 
[ ; stirring  (particularly  when  milk  is  bottled)  and  the  old  practice 
of  allowing  calves  to  suck  out  the  “ strippings  ” is  a frequent 
I cause  of  the  trouble. 

i TABLE  A. 


The  following  gives  details  of  the  specimens  submitted  to 
I the  County  Analyst  during  the  year  : — 


/ 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No.  of 

Amount 

1.  d 

' r Article. 

. 

Samples. 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

of  Fines 
and  Costs. 

9 

9 ' 4 

1 ^ 

1 if.  Mirical  Oil  .... 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

. Sweets 

P.  Cascara  Sagram 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^ Tablets  .... 

• 4 Golden  Raising 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Powder 

7 

4 

— 





.. 

jU  Butter 

7 

10 





- 

^ Ground  Coffee 

5 

9 

— 

— 

— 





i Jam 

12 

1 

- - - 





» Sausages 

2 

14 



4 

■ 

- — 

— 

■W  Beef  Cubes 

2 

1 



. 

Almond  Substitutes  .... 

2 

2 

2 

1 





S Macaroni  .... 

3 

4 



'Jt  t^ried  Egg 

2 

3 

. . 





Ground  Mace 

2 





» » Proprietary  Cereal  .... 

4 

3 



1 





Pickling  Spice 

2 

3 



1 



Cocoa 

6 

5 



^ Lemonade  Crystals  .... 

3 

9 



Margarine  .... 

3 

2 

— 

• 

— 

— 
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i 

No 

1 

of 

1 

No.  of  ' 

No.  of 

Amount 

1 

Article.  ! 

Samples. 

Adulterations' 

Prosecutions 

of  Fines 
and  Costs. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

• 1948 

Dessert  Mould 

2 

3 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  .... 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Extract 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

O 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

:3 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Barley  Flour 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(iround  Cinnamon  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pudding  Mixture 

4 

12 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste.  .. 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Essence  of  Rennet  . .. 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy  Powder 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

7 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Saccharin  Tablets 

h 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Friars  Balsam 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  Sausages 

12 

2 

8 

1 

4 

— 

^12  4 0 

Gelatine 

8 

5 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets 

14 

2 

- 

— 



— 

Fish  Paste  .... 

13 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Tea 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malt  ^'inegar 

13 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

6 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  Condiment 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Whisky 

15 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ground  Ginger 
Proprietary  Medica- 

6 

6 

— 

ments 

7 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gin 

26 

15 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Semolina  .... 

13 

7 

4 

— 

— , 

— 

Sauce 

12 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

8 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

18 

17 

— 

2 

— 



— 

Pepper 

31 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

Tincture  of  Iodine  .... 

21 

5 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Milk 

Milk  (Appeals  to 

470 

271 

78 

70 

11 

10 

/U5  3 6. 

Herd)  .... 

55 

77 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brandy  Flavour 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Yeast  Extract 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Oil  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Soyacream 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  Meat 

4 

5 

3 

— 

Anchovy  Essence 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Borax 

1 

1 
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Xo.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

xVmount 

Samples. 

Adulterations 

Pro.secutions 

of  Fines 

Article. 

and  Costs. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Zinc  Starch  & Boracic 

Powder  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Almond  Flavouring  .... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foot  Powder 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glauber  Salts 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boracic  Ointment 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Bariev 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iodine  Paint  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Malted  Milk 

1 

•) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Chemical  Food 

1 

— 

• — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decolourised  Tincture 

Of  Iodine 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brandy 

1 

1 

— 

— 



— 

Fuller’s  Earth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icing  Sugar 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  Crystals 

I 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mixed  Herbs 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tapioca 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoanut  Flavour 

Powder  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 





Sponge  Mi.xture 

3 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sodamint  Tablets 

1 

2 

— 

— 





- - ■■ 

Artificial  Food  Colour- 

ing 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 



Strawberry  Flavouring 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fruitcup 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malted  Milk  Tablets 

I 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

. ..— 

Compound  Syrup  of 

Figs 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Biscuits 

•) 

1 

— 

— 





___ 

Glycerine  .... 

3 

4 

— 



— 

— — 



Skimmed  Milk 

2 

— 

— 









Fishcake 

2 







Honey  Flavour 

1 

— 

— 







Dried  Soup 

2 

1 1 





Compound  Aspirhi 

Tablets  .... 

1 





— - 



Concentrated  Chicken 

Broth 

I 



■ ■ 



Malt  Extract  Tablets 

1 





- -- 

___ 

Mustard  in  Paste 

3 

1 



Vermicelli  .... 

1 

- - 



Blancmange  Powder... 

1 

- 

Chocolate  Cup 

1 

1 

. 



Dried  Onion 

1 

1 



Magnesia  Tablets 

2 







Blend  of  Invert  Sugar 

Honey  & Flavouring 

1 

•) 



- 

Curry  Powder 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Samples. 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

Article. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

Gravy  Browning 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Soup 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sage  & Onion  Stuffing 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Flavouring  .... 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Throat  Pastilles 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yeast  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rubbing  Oils 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iodised  Throat  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Health  Salts 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foot  Salve 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Dressing 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Junket  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Flavour 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lime  Flavour  Cordial 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Barley  W'ater 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Soya  B'lour 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  Milk 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cashew  Nut  Cream  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Laxative  Chewing 

Gum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Barley  Flakes 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Roll  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Nutmeg 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  Mixture 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Liniment 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Indigestion  Mixture 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 . 

3 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  Flour 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Luncheon  Sausage  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Yeast 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bath  Salts  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Barley  Crystals 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dressed  Crabs 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lung  Syrup 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Apple  Juice 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rheumatic  Tablets  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glucose  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Pie  .... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pickled  Cockles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pickled  Cabbage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 



Germ  Ointment 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rum 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream  Powder.  .. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Jelly 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Amount 
of  Fines 
and  Costs 


1948 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Amount 

Article. 

Samples. 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

of  Fines 
and  Costs. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Brawn 

1 

1 







- - 

Sherry 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blanchards  Pills 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausages 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Savouries 

1 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whitefields  Ointment 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

White  Precipitate 
Coffee  and  Chicory 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Essence  .... 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil  .... 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Sulphur  Tablets 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Zinc  Ointment 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Liquid  Paraffin 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blands  Pills 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

’ 



Boric  Acid  Crystals 

5 

— 

— 

— 

_ 





Blue  Ointment 

4 

— 

— 

— 







Boric  Acid  Powder  .... 
Prepared  Dried  Coffee 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Extract  .... 

1 

— 

1 

— 







Fruit  Pectin 

1 

— 



— — 

— 



- 

Ginger  Wine  Essence 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 



Gravy  Salt 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  Rolls 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream 

1 





— 

— 



Liver  Sausages 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Dried  Mint 

1 

— 





- 

Coffee  Extract 

1 

— 



— 







Orange  Marmalade  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

Sago 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Marzipan  Substitute.... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Groats 

1 

1 

— 



- ■■ 

. 



Oil  of  Lemon 

1 



_ 

■ 



Vanilla  Flavouring  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 



- 

Oil  of  Wintergreen 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Sulphur  Ointment  .... 

1 

— 

— 

_ 





Tomato  Puree 

1 



__ 



Oatmeal 

1 

2 



- 



Black  Pudding 

1 

2 

— 



- - - 



Self  Raising  Flour  .... 
Proprietary  Enzyme, 
Preparation  contain- 

1 

ing  extract  of  Papaya 

1 

— 

— 

— 



__ 

Ginger  Flavouring  .... 
Liquorice  & Black- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

currant  Pellets 
Proprietary 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Laxatives 

2 

- 

■ 

Tomato  Soup 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Article. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No.  of 

Adulterations 

No.  of 

Prosecutions 

Amount 
of  Fines 
and  Costs. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Wine  Flavouring 

— 

1 

_ 

— 



— 

Condensed  Milk 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bottled  Mussels 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 



Evaporated  Milk 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  Dessert 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

- — 

— 

Table  Cream 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Ginger  Cordial  Wine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glycene 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Balsam  of  Aniseed  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Substitute 
Ammoniated  Tincture 

' 



1 

— 

of  Quinine 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Laxative 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beer 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Powder  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Jelly  Cream 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Turmeric  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Idccalilli 

— 

1 

. — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cereal  Barley 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pickled  Onions 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Beverage  (Cocoa) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  Aspic  Jelly 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Cayenne  Pepper 
\'inegar  Flavoured 

"■  ■ 

1 

— 

with  Taragon 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Almond  Essence 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Course  Oat  Barley  .... 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blackcurrant  Syrup 
Malt  Yeast  Vegetable 

— 

1 

Extract  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hogs  Pudding 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Malt  Cup  . 

Egg  Powder 

— 

1 

■'  ■ 

" 

Substitute 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cream 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sponge  Pudding 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 



Lemon  Squash 
Condensed  (Machine 

1 

Skimmed)  Milk 

Jelly  Making  Com- 

— 

1 

pound 

1 

— 

— 

*- 

— 

— 

V eal  & Ham  Sandwich 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pickled  Gherkins 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anadin  Tablets 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

White  Pudding 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Mashed  Potato 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Patent  Barley 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  Saline 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  Brandy 

1 
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No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Amount 

Article. 

Samples. 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

of  Fines 
and  Costs. 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

Oats  Pudding  INIixture 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Linctus 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  Substitute 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Flavouring  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  Beer 

Barley  Pudding 



3 

— 

2 . 

— 

— 

— 

Mixture  ... 
Raspberry  Flavouring 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Essence  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

Babv  Milk  Food 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Date  Cake  .... 

— 

1 

— 









Sweet  Pickle 

— 

1 











Malt  Cake  & Spread  .... 
Apple  and  Tomato 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chutney 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wine 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour  . . 

— 

1 









Bun  Flour  .... 

— 

1 

— 





Dried  Parsley 
Peppermint  Flavour- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mg 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

Household  Milk 

— 

4 

— 









Lemon  Barley  Crystals 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1148 

840 

no 

108 

15 

12 

l\21  5 0 

04 


TABLE  B. 


Amount  of  Fines 

Article.  No.  of  Prosecutions  and  Costs 


Milk 

1 

....  £2  0 

0 plus  £A 

4 0 

Milk 

1 

£Q  0 

0 plus  £A 

4 0 

Milk 

1 

....  £2  0 

0 plus  £\ 

1 0 

Milk 

1 

....  Case  dismissed  under  Pro- 

bation 

of  Offenders  Act 

on  payment  of  £3 

5s.  Od. 

costs. 

Milk 

1 

o 

o 

0 plus  £2 

2 0 

Milk 

1 

10 

0 plus  £2 

2 0 

Milk 

1 

....  £25  0 

0 plus  £5 

5 0 

Milk 

1 

...  £3  0 

0 plus  £5 

15  6 

Milk 

1 

....  ;^8  0 

0 plus  £4: 

0 0 

Milk 

1 

o 

o 

0 plus  £Q 

15  0 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

....  £2  0 

0 plus  £\ 

1 0 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

....  £3  0 

0 plus  £l 

1 0 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

...  £3  0 

0 plus  £1 

1 0 

Beef  Saus.ages 

1 

....  Case  dismissed  under  Pro- 

bation 

of  Offenders  Act 

on  payment  ol  £\ 

Is.  Od. 

costs. 

£ s.  d. 

Milk  Total  amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  ....  ....  115  3 6 

B 

Beef  S.\usages  Total  amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  ....  ....  12  4 0 

Grand  Total  7 6 


1 Milk  Case  dismissed  against  Vendor.  Devon  County  Council  ordered  to 
pay  £3  os.  Od.  costs  and  8s.  Od.  Court  Fee. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

Rivers  throughout  the  County  are  still  supervised  by  the 
County  Sanitary  Officers.  Cases  of  pollution  are  investigated 
and  appropriate  action  taken  where  unsatisfactory  conditions 
are  found. 

Gas  Works,  particularly  in  small  communities,  continue 
to  be  a source  of  pollution.  Remedial  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  proprietors  in  most  cases. 

The  effluent  from  milk  factories  continues  to  present  con- 
siderable difficulty,  but  progress  has  been  made  in  eliminating 
this  source  of  pollution. 


65 


The  increased  activity  in  the  china  clay  industry  has  called 
for  consultation  with  the  owners  of  various  workings  in  order 
to  overcome  the  danger  caused  to  adjacent  streams  by  waste 
from  the  mica-beds  and  workings.  Improvement  has  been 
effected  but  pollution  keeps  recurring  due  to  weather  conditions, 
etc. 


RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACT,  1944. 

During  the  year,  the  following  schemes  were  considered  by 
the  County  Medical  Department,  in  collaboration  where  necessary, 
with  the  County  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  : — 

Estimated 


Local  Authority. 

Parishes  of  Areas  Affected. 

Cost. 

I'otnes  Rural 

Avonwick 

....  /4,820 

Totnes  Rural 

Harberton 

....  £Z,^lo 

Kingsbridge  Rural 

Strete  (Deep  well  pumps) 

....  £2^0 

South  Pool 

/G,647 

St.  Thomas  Rural 

Harpford 

....  £l,Sdo 

Starcross  (New  reservoir) 

;^6,650 

Cowley,  Nr.  Exeter.  (Extension) 

....  ;^11() 

Christow 

cc 

1— ' 

Exminster 

....  ;fl7,7oO 

Honiton  Rural 

Cotleigh,  Offwcll  and  Widworthy  .... 

....  ;^18,087 

SEWERAGE. 

St.  Thomas  Rural 

Christow 

....  £11,550 

Starcross.  (Extension) 

/695 

Tiverton  Rural 

Bampton 

....  £11,860 

Crediton  Rural 

Newton  St.  Cyres 

....  £11.010 

Shobrooke 

....  £4,880 

Cheriton  Bishop 

....  £8,300 

Chawleigh 

....  £7,515 

Bideford  Rural 

Buckland  Brewer 

....  £5,705 

Newton  Abbot 

North  Bovey 

....  £1,703 

Rural 

Ogwell 

....  £3,700 

Moretonliampstcad 

...  £18,500 

Barnstaple  Rural 

River  Taw 

....  £58,020 

Georgeham 

....  £27,530 

Barnstaple  Urban 

River  Taw 

....  (16,015 

'Torrington  Rural 

Winkleigh 

....  £16.200 

E 


The  schemes  listed  above  were  recommended  for  approval, 
but  in  some  cases  this  was  conditional  upon  certain  amendments 
being  made. 

Inquiries  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Inspectors  into 
schemes  under  consideration  for  grant  under  the  Act,  were  attend- 
ed and  such  evidence  given  as  called  for  by  the  Ministry  Inspector. 

The  value  of  contact  being  made  with  this  Office  at  an  early 
stage  in  the  preparation  of  the  plans  of  new  water  and  sewerage 
schemes  cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
future,  still  more  District  Councils  will  co-operate  in  the  manner 
suggested,  thereby  enabling  much  time  to  be  saved. 

Work  on  the  North  Devon  Water  Board’s  scheme  is  now 
taking  shape,  and  already  villages  which  in  the  past  have  ex- 
perienced considerable  difficulty  in  finding  sufficient  pure  water, 
are  enjoying  the  full  use  of  such  a desirable  amenity. 

Similar  Regional  Water  Boards  are  envisaged  for  South  and 
East  Devon.  Should  these  schemes  materialise,  by  far  the 
greater  area  of  the  County  will  be  served  by  a piped  water  supply, 
either  from  one  of  the  three  large  Boards  or  other  Undertakings 
such  as  Torquay,  Paignton  and  Exmouth. 


TABLE  VI. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  EACH  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1948 


Districts. 


URBAN. 

-\shburton 
.Axminster 
Barnstaple  . 
Bideford 
Brixham 
Buckfastleigh 
Budleigh  Salterton 
Crediton 
Dartmouth 
Dawlish 
Exmouth 
Great  Torrington 
Holsworthy 
Honiton 
Ilfracombe  .... 
Kingsbridge 
Lrmton 

Newton  Abbot 

Northam 

Okehampton 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Paignton 

Salcombe  .... 

Seaton 

Sidmouth  . 
South  Molton 
Tavistock 
Teignmouth 
Tiverton 
Torquay 
Totnes 

Total 


RURAL. 

Axminster 
Barnstaple  .... 

Bideford 

Broadwoodwidger 
Crediton 
Holsworthy 
Honiton 
Kingsbridge 
N'ewton  Abbot 
Okehampton 
Plympton  St.  !Mary  .. 
St.  Thomas 
South  Molton 
Tavistock 
Tiverton 
Torrington  . 

Totnes 

Total 

I Administrative  County 


All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilis 

Influenza 

Measles 

Ac.  Polio-Myel  and  Polio-Enceph. 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  ossoph  (m). 

uterus  (f) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Diabetes 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  disease 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  resp.  dis. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

i 

34  ' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

34  : 

























1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

12 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

242  i 







2 



6 













7 

4 

4 

20 

1 

33 

93 

IG 

6 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

118  ’ 







1 



3 

2 







— 

2 

5 

6 

7 

2 

14 

41 

I 

2 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

4 

3 

124 











3 

— . 

2 



1 





1 

9 

— 

22 

— 

8 

33 

5 

3 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

40  , 





















1 

— 

— . 

— 

2 

5 

— 

7 

10 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 



1 

61 

1 

1 

2 

8 

— 

13 

16 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

72 











1 











2 

3 

5 

6 

1 

3 

21 

1 

o 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

89 











3 





1 





— 

4 

4 

8 

1 

10 

29 

— 

3 

2 

.3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

91 





’ 





2 

__ 

1 







— 

4 

2 

2 

13 

— 

8 

34 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

4 

254 











7 

2 





— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

8 

26 

— 

47 

78 

9 

10 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

3 

29 







1 



2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

5 

6 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

0 

— 

•7*7 

1 

3 

1 

4 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

7 

19 

2 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

117 











3 













3 

1 

4 

12 

— 

17 

49 

6 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

49 

1 

1 

— 

7 

3 

6 

16 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

21 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

11 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

215 











9 

1 

1 

1 







3 

5 

1 

23 

2 

30 

67 

11 

10 

5 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

79 









2 

1 







1 



3 

1 



14 

1 

14 

30 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

63 

1 

2 

2 

5 

— 

9 

21 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

40 



1 







1 



1 









1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

10 

16 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



.396 





1 



8 

2 

2 

1 



1 

5 

10 

10 

46 

2 

52 

146 

8 

8 

9 

10 

4 

— 

1 

6 

7 

. 33 

1 

1 

2 

— 

5 

18 

1 

. 54 

1 



— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

8 

17 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

. 169 











4 



1 









3 

2 

4 

19 

2 

20 

56 

21 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

36 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

14 

1 

— 

95 











5 

1 



1 









1 

2 

11 

2 

13 

35 

4 

4 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

. 173 









3 

2 

2 









2 

7 

3 

18 

1 

26 

58 

1 

5 

6 

— 

2 

— 

1 

6 

6 

127 



6 

1 









1 

2 

2 

1 

14 

3 

20 

29 

9 

4 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

. 709 





18 

3 

1 





12 

17 

19 

67 

3 

9o 

257 

35 

18 

20 

16 

7 

— 

3 

11 

25 

. 51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

— 

2 

21 

3 

1 

1 

3691 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

93 

14 

13 

6 

1 

3 

2 

64 

92 

86 

387 

27 

501 

1270 

154 

109 

89 

57 

32 

2 

12 

72 

91 

144 

1 

2 

2 

8 

2 

13 

20 

49 

2 

7 

3 

1 

4 

3 

..  285 

1 









1 

2 



1 







8 

4 

2 

29 

— 

36 

99 

39 

7 

5 

3 

1 

— 

4 

4 

. 68 











2 

1 



1 







2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

23 

8 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

5 

4 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

121 











6 



1 









4 

3 

2 

15 

1 

10 

36 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

. .55 

3 



1 

3 

— 

13 

19 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

..  80 

2 

1 

3 

8 

1 

9 

26 

1 

3 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

141 

6 

1 









1 

1 

5 



14 

1 

24 

38 

5 

5 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

6 

. 302 











11 

4 

3 





1 



10 

10 

5 

33 

4 

37 

85 

13 

9 

3 

5 

5 

3 

— 

4 

1 1 

162 

] 

4 

2 



2 







2 

4 

4 

15 

1 

20 

46 

4 

7 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

5 

386 

10 

4 

3 

1 





1 

10 

13 

7 

41 

1 

61 

103 

10 

13 

8 

9 

3 

2 

— 

9 

14 

319 









9 

4 

1 





1 

3 

1 1 

6 

33 

2 

49 

101 

7 

9 

11 

5 

5 

8 

6 

88 

1 



1 









1 



3 

5 

1 

10 

31 

4 

4 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

185 

5 



2 











4 

1 

19 

3 

23 

68 

7 

3 

8 

4 

3 

— 

2 

3 

5 

. 209 



5 

2 

1 







1 

5 

1 

23 

3 

19 

65 

7 

8 

9 

4 

3 

1 

— 

7 

10 

. 84 

2 

1 











3 

5 

2 

7 

— 

13 

23 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

131 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

6 

3 

9 

— 

20 

36 

2 

7 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

8 

...277 

1 1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

68 

21 

10 

7 

2 

3 

54 

82 

43 

274 

19 

377 

852 

114 

92 

77 

40 

27 

12 

11 

64 

80 

.647 

0 1 

2 

— 

6 

— 

161 

37 

23 

13 

1 

5 

5 

1,18 

174 

129 

661 

46 

878 

2122 

268 

201 

166 

97 

59 

14 

23 

136 

171 

0 

01 

T3 

C 


a, 

0) 


a, 

V. 

q; 

3 

Ch 


39 


42 


81 


47 


43 


90 


38 


18 


30 


68 


11 

1 

2 

2 


4 

3 

12 

1 


o 

c 

c 


o 

T3 

<D 

a 


aJ 

O 


4 
3 

19 
8 

16 

6 

3 

10 

8 

6 

20 
1 
1 

3 
10 

8 

1 

22 

5 

4 
2 

31 

1 

3 
11 

4 
9 

1.5 

12 

43 

5 


68  294 


20 


38 


60 


128 


15 

17 

3 

1 

12 

7 

7 

13 

28 

19 
38 

20 
12 
13 
20 

7 

17 


249 


543 


TABLE  VII. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNTY  OF  DEVON,  1948. 
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